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' : .-}y^-.\.' : : Reference is( made "to this office’s letter to the l)irect< 

*’., dated November Z t 1043, in the above entitled matter. Reference i- 
is also made to the Bureau’s cables Noe. 162 and 211, dated 
1 November 16, 1943 and January 19, 1044, respectively, giving’. iv/fe- 
authorization for expenditures necessary for arrangements curr^hti 
iL-; 1 being made for greater utilization pf thd Basque Organ iza t i on ‘ in^ 

• f- Venezuela. , #'e\ have the following. tip report in regard t°.> hoS6 l‘ 41 
. arrangems nts jh. * " ; •; ■<' *-• •■ • <£•- » .-• . 
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: ,vi- Included with this letter as an* enclosure are two copies^ 

of an undated and unsigned memorandum entitled "Setting up the '** 
System". This memorandum was furnished to our Basque Organization 
i? v" contact, Confidential Informant HHivo n January 15, 1944. tfitl 
i-r, the exception .of .certain changes made subsequently, it is believe* 

■ that the memorandum is self-explanatory In regard to organization 
.;j ■■ of the Basques \for j^tlon^wide coverage. The steps outlined were 
taken by Ii^ormant aHHipt letters being written In the Basque , I 
* 4 language. /A Bas t que"lert Caracas in the latter part of January, 

*1944 to make th® personal contacts called tor by this memorandum. 
Upon his return Caracas, a full-report on this phase of the wo] 

b *. s ^ te4 '^ 

' 1116 ohan €® 8 referred to in the ab ove 1 paragr ap l r -a re a f ■ “ 

. xollows: Contact with the Basque informant fn CorS will be made ■;' 
.'.4 , by correspondence rather than by personal contact «pJhe.Baftfiue>-. 
vk*^ r > tepresentatiye at Arague de Mat ur in has been drop^v nno. Jer^r ^j?; 

r epresen t at^ye \a t Carenero added . 4iThis 'is a port town ’wy'.i' 
tf Vthe pqr iVb^hpfo pas € wad is y the'*<one --d t Vdh 1 oh > tfce - t f ading b e e ts * J4 
v " 'v*, ^rom'the/lBl^d’of Marga^ita calli^jfcleo, the representative fofj 
the two towas San 'Cristobal ^hnd Bpbio la. the 






the fih%l number of, Basque 

M}?'F«nemuela outside the capital city remains ib^iftqen.r. The - 0 ^T 
^ — change further tn‘ this memorandum refers to th¥ cost of the trip 
made by Basque representative to make personal contacts in setting 
up the system in Western Venezuela. As pointed out in oable numb a 
.. from this' offioe to the Bureau, dated the c 
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page, undated and «r S Dhase of the use, of ^^-...^ah boats which 
This refers to «??? information regarding the P® oU te to aif 
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latter* should b* sent to your rapreaentfctiTSi 


lutttrla Damans, Aragua do iiaturin, Tuoupita, 
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Ciudad Bolivar. Lettera should stater^.. 

(!) tht general purpose and objeots of tha plan 
»< th ■■ *tnu*it tar exoneration in same*. 

|w«OiA9* «*•** — — * 

(2) That a raport is daalrad tha 15th and 30th of 
aaoh Month, starting February 1,1® 44 » regarding 
: an oral nondltiona in representative** looality of r 
a politioal aooial and toonomio nature; ***>, . -J 

regarding ioTiBtQti and aativitiaa of Axis national* 
and aynpathiaara in tha araa. Hagarding raporta,, j 
rapraaantativa > should ba further adviaed that ha M 

wxxx non tw vu vxmv ******** — 

Nation of apaoifio individuals or aativitiaa. 

(5) That an answer la requests* aa to raprasantatiyaj 
willingness to work with us, at whiah tiMa additional 
instructions will ba issued. J 

Further Instructions by gall : 
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J^VwfA. 

DOPTfiS fcTfSSpntO^ ifiB 

•s *\ « C ftlAU f2» VAl 


Upon raoalpt of a eosmunicawa *r©« *»• 
representatives enumerated in tha fir at aaation 
of this memorandum stating their wlllingnaaa 
to oooparata in tha plan, a aaaond latter should 

Vg gg»h 4» 4ha« AQVMffng th| follOVlllg pOldtf t 

. . _ * T* V - 

(1) Communications to Oaraoaa should ha written 

In the Baa qua language to auoh-and-auoh an address, 

(2) Hagarding apaoifio raquaata for information 
on an individual, that tha following represents 

p<nt»ni info mat ion daalrad. , 
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Ago. including* date and pleoe of birth. 

t 10nf 1 -• '• "**■ ' '!*' -: K v *'.,.*"- -* 

Daaar iptlon, including approximta haipt, 
«< ffht . aalor of hair and eyes, build (suoh 

M’Koat; thin, «t».) , w»tj« •«»», .“** 
or ohirnotorlotloo ttkiit dlotlnguioh thlo 
^individual from others. 
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If a foreigner, data of arrival In Tanazueld 
and detail* of subsequent trips out aids oountry. 

If a Venezuelan, whs the r has t rare lied to 
Germany or o tiler Buropean countries within 
past tan /ears* 




Business activity or oooupation of individual 


• f ^MC.. 


EaS 25 i"v r *- 


Marital status ■- - -- .-r.t,;-.* 

*•--• • *' v- • •* Xr- V wV--' 



Details of any activities or sympathies in ■> ■ 

J y faror of the ensayv , . - . V. y ■ v 

(5) In regard to the last point stated under r ’ 
section (8), it Should he strenuously pointed out that we 
are interested only in faots; that the representative should 

% 1.1 % - 1 _ * _ % .B.ll - * * - -* - ■ kl ■ MaaA»>l -»**<*» 4 

M pSx %ioui«rx/ viruiu vu kfuxa iua y*xwiiwx vyxux 

to influsnee his reports. 
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uswsakbI ah 4 n4 nil 
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{4) Stress the import anos of the work which the ^ 
representative is doing, the need for discretion In developing 
information and the necessity Of k not Isolosing that they are 
engaged in intelligence work* - '7- - " • ?>rf ,■ 

By Persons! Pont sot? 

Ths following roprsssntatlTes should hs oontaotsd hy 
a traveling friend who oan outline orally to them ths plan 
as set forth under the mall oontaot proposals. It is suggests! 
that each representative he provided with a written list of 
the type or information dtsirod in regard to individuals, as 
set forth previously in this memorandum. The Individuals to 
he personally oontaotsd art those at: Xa Guaira, Maxaoay, 
Valensia, Puerto Oabello, Trujillo, Merida, San ^rlstibal. 




vw. vd A 


At Ooro and Maraoalboi 



Tour representatives in aaoh of these oities should 
he oontaotsd hy mail In ths same manner as those set forth In 
the first section of this memorandum. However, in his seoond 
letter he should b* advised that 030 RGB WASHINGTON of Maraoiab 
will contact him in the near future, hearing a letter from yon 

h<- if. a *iM H m. thaf 1 attar •‘hauls )ta furalahad III 


if ♦.ft* a 


/yy,. --'writer for forwarding to Maraoaiho* \ jf ;; v 

‘frffc'.'- ‘ VV:vV ; - T : is? 

7':-' - Beoordst - ; .. -,-^v. v 

’ ■ ■ - - - ■ ■ *- •- »• • • . . ■■■■■: ..... - . . ■■■* cv.*' ;■ ; 

It Is presumed that the organization will keep files 
on eaoh informant so that the status of his work at any moment 
may ha readily determined end will use this Information to 
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follow up instances where reports are not received 
time or representative's Interest seems to wane* \ 

Expenses; 

Zha ooat of the traveling representative's trip 
through western Venezuela to fat up the plan la that area 
lai Seen author lx ad at tha rata originally proposal, l*av» 
xot to exceed fe 600, ineluding a salary of hi SO par day., 
for tha paraoa tha trip. * It la requested that aa 

Itemised list of estimated monthly ooat of tha plan aa 

a . a _ V« «iVwUfa^ #at* AnnWlTll _ * 

QtTJXOpOCl 1M ^UiB Boaouiuiutyi »m»*aaww * ~ - 

This la not to Inoluda tha proposed use of a fulltime •••. *■*■'■■■ 
worker at Maraaalho, sane having haen diaapproyad. It also 
will not inoluda tha ooat of the Spanish host Pl«* but ** 
la requested that a separata estimate he submitted for the 
plan aa It might operate In either La Oualra or Trinidad* ... 

Execution of Plea: =•' - v’ r -^-;-'v '• < 

— 1 ■ " — T . ' . • -y S - - • . ~*'*l 

i • •>. i - — i-_ji 4__^(ata **^(nn tia fa Iran tA 

Afc &a x«(jue»h«u. — -- -r 

plaoa tha plan aa developed In this memorandum into of feat* 
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tilt follow lag memorandum reflsots th» type of 




Information desired. While it la realized that It will not ~ 
b* possible to obtain detail* an complete as outlinsd bslow 
In all Cases, the following will serve as a goal to work 
towards. The methods used to obtain this Information will 
depend to a large extant upon the oirouaatanoea in each oase 
and the ingenuity of the investigator. In general, however. 

It way be stated that the investigator will rely upon personal 
observation, diaorast Interrogation of parsons aboard rasaal 
and, where possible, examination of documents and personal 
affaota of the subject of inTsatigatlon. _ .. : 


Identity of auapeotad crew members and passengers; 
that is, those whose purpose in serving on the vessel 
or coming to South America la not ele&r and who may 
be aoting ms oourlers, engaging in espionage activities ^ 
or performing other services for the enemy* 



(d) 

( bj 


Complete physical description of eubjcot. 
Seasons for suspecting subject. 

Known oontaots or eeeoeiatcs of eubjcot, both 
aboard ship end in ports at whloh vessel oalis. 
Destination of subject. 

Any suspicious doouments or other articles in 
poaaeesion of subject. 


g. Unusual movements of ship or unusual activities of ships* 
officers. • y ■ ' ) » > ■ 

8. Aotlvitiss of Spanish Secret polios of fleers aboard ship. 
4. Folltloal, eoonomio and social conditions In Spain. 

8. Evidences of Carman espionage and other activities in 
Spain. ■■ 


In regard to the information desired in regard 

to nhvalAal dMArlnfetana. til* fAllMrliff UMaRtiaitt >r« affarid : 





Build v y^'’" -v 

Age (with date and ‘place of birth) Marital status'* 

. / Rationality /. /. Occupation 

Passport carried ■'V ■ ^ ' . Other physioal 

Height characteristics, such as 

Height mustache, glasses, manner 

olor of eye a \ . walking, amputations, eto. 

Color of hair &i i iwpnWiTlON COVTAlKSihsral comments. 


Complexion 


BrcLos^h? 
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□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 
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Director, FBI 
Attention; 

iaroRK*Tiot* _ 
HEB£l» IS WCUSSlHtt 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOFl 

""BSftir, 


^ I ItTloric, I. T. 
V Mepch 4, 1944 , 

V HI WlFOnlr. 

Declassify ^«| 

l**s A *, ' f • / \ 

£> J ...JU - 


BE > BASQUE ORIUFIIATIOH 

arrruBRicjj hitters 


rvnrar »-*tSc 

VAlfl-r I >.mwnw 

feTHLRVfIM 


r&M 

Lasts 


iiftnoM is aad« to Bureau lottor dated February IT, 1944, la tbs 


above oaptioned natter, instructing the lewYork offloe to have Jerone Doyle 


of the low Tork 816 offioe contact AHTQaiOTIIUU, Secretory to Prosidont 


JOSE UTOnOjiUSlIRX of tho BaaQue Gktvenuesnt la exile, oad to discuss with 


tho eubjeet aottor of tho Boaqo# brgenisatftm ooope rating oxeln- 
sivsly with Bursau representatives la South An* rise. ^ 


Through tho aooiotoaoo of Spooial Agent William A. Costello 
Hr* Doyle net Hr. HULA «a two oo stolons tuod entered into discussions with 
his relative to the above desoribed subject natter, nose ase tings took 
pleoe on February 64, 1944 and Haroh 2, 1944. Both conferences oo 


great deal of tins end every effort wen node by Mr. Doyle to 
possible subjects in whleh the Burs an night be interested. yQ 


In order to present the subject natter In the clearest nutter 
possible, this letter will be broken down into various subject headline. 


m. 


rssmJki 


. i4. S\ r / 

m* 


* hAnmn r>r»PTT?OY ET? 

R 2 15 NOV 2 ’.361 , 


Cr>\ { 
























Director, FBI 


mourn 

I kii 


Brw York, V. T. 
March 4, 1M4 


M r . I RAUL stated that President AGUIBHK sad he cere both firmly 
of tbs opinion that if the Bureau saw fit to deal with 




w 


• financial 


he set out at a subsequent point in this letter 

It is the desire of President AjGKJIBBX and tt«j to confine 
contacts of the Basques in the Western Hemisphere to Bureau contacts 
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Director, FBI 


tAni 


5w York, K. Y. 
March 4, 1944 




lXiring the weak of February 20. 1944. HAN TTH. da la SOT A was ap- 
proached by an officer 6f the United States Navy in Hew York City oonneoted 
with OKI whioh officer requested the Basques to have all Basque sailors 
arriving in the United States report to him so that he could interview them 
relative to maritime matters throughout the world. Mr. de la SOTA advised 
Ur. XRALA of this request of the Bevy and the matter is presently under dis- 
ousslon in Hew York City between this office end the District Intelligence 
Office of OKI.' 

^BASQUES' RELATIONS WITH THE BUREAU - AS SUGGESTED BY BASQUES 1 V 

C — — - 1 " - ' ■ - i\^ 

Ur. IRALA advised Ur. Doyle that it is his belief and President 
AGUIRRE' s' desire that all contact between Basques in the United States and 
in the Western Hemisphere be with representatives of the Bureau only. l£r. 
IRALA stated he believed that If this Is acceptable to the Bureau, appropriate 
letters should be forwarded to the Basque representatives in each Latin 
Ameriosn country Instructing these representatives that they are tou deal 
solely with the Bureau's representative in that particular count ry.ftf) 

Mr. IRALA suggested that if such a plan is accepted, it is the 
desire of the Basque Delegation that the Bureau' s Legal Attaches maintain 
constant oontaet with the Basque agents to direct them, along whatever lines 
are desired by the Bureau and instruct them wherever necessary In the types 
of information desired and in the methods of obtaining the information. 

Mr. IRALA understands the amount of money to be paid by the Bureau to any of 
the Basque representatives rests within the discretion of the Bureau's various 
representatives. Ur. Doyle has pointed out to Mr. IRMA the inadvisability 
of turning over a lump sum to President AGUIRRE for distribution throughout 
Latin America to Basque representatives. Mr. IRALA states that the Basques 
will be satisfied if the relationship between the Legal Attaches and the 
Basques is maintained as though the funds paid the various Basques emanated *4 
from President AGUIRRE in the United States. Mr. IRALA advised that under 
these circumstances, the Basques will perform far mors ably as they would 
then be working for pstriotio motives and not as paid agents of the United 
States Government. Mr. IRALA believes, however, that in 'many ins tanc e s, 
sums of money should be paid Basque representatives or otherwise they might 
suffer economic hardship. N ( 

' ^ 




- 4 - 


Dire 

Jl>4 


re|^^ 


CONffoENtlAL 


Mew York, X. Y. 
March 4, 1044 


Mr. IRAU itttei that the only real adsfnistrative difficulties he 
oould envision at this point night arise in Mexioo, Chile, Colombia e nd 
Argentina. In the first three named eountries, Mr, tpat.i be 11 eyed that it 
would assist the Bureau If a memb er of the Basque delegation vent to each 
of those oountrles; picked out the best Basque representative there) gave 
ecmplete Instructions as to dealing with the Bureau 1 s representatives 
in order to insure effielent operation of the Basque information service in 
the three eountries already mentioned. He states that in those three 
eountries, tbs contradiction of orders from President AGtJIRHE relative to 
what American intelligence agency the Basques should deal with have eaused 
some oonfueion in the Basque ranks. tsL 

'V 

Insofar as Argentina is oonoeraed, M r . mti point# 
sinoe 1959. Basaues have bee 


There 

g»a paying certain sums of money 

each month for the ma in tenance of cn underoover of flee for the Basques. 



Mr. IR A I A outlined to Mr. Doyle the epeoial interest the Basques . 
Meve in combatting Co— uni am. This is due in the main to the Intense religion 
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U L Pl rsotor, TBI 
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TlffNew York, H« T*_ 
'"“March 4, 1944 ~ 




of the Basque citizen. Hr. tbat.a outlined methods whereby the Basques oould 
, infiltrate into the various Communist organisations throughout Latin America. 
.. Be stated that the Basques considered Mexico as the head of the Communist 
^ aoToaent in Latin America} that Colombia will follow Mexioo in importance ^ 

: the near future and that cube, Argentina and chile are good territory fur 

: ‘ff Communist activities. Mr. tpatjl is of the opinion that this particular work 
‘Sould he handled with Increasing enthusiasm by the Basques in Latin Anerioa. 

The results of the work of the Ttrlous Basque agents are of no 
interest to the Basque delegation in Hew York City other than the desire that 


they work efficiently and obtain good resulta. 


grtwmes si firths floswuiilsts in-Latin ■ 


Hebetates this is .due to 
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ppose< 

Spaln.\L 

Mr. TBAlJt stated that the Speeial emphasis plaoed by the Basques 
relatlrs to Communism does not preclude the Basque representatives in Latin 
America from assisting the Bureau' s representatives on any other type of 
subreriin activity wherever possible. Ha stated by way of illustration that 
in most of the Latin Ameriean countries siiere there are Spanish ministers, 
there ara Basque* *A»n a an obt ain inf ormation from the offices of these 
Spanish ministe rs , V 

Mr. IRALi turned over to Jerome Doyle a list of the Basque repre- 
sentatives in the various Latin Ameriean oountries . This list is being held 
in the new York SIS office pending the decision of the Bureau with respect 
to working with the Basques in Latin America. If the Bureau decides to 
enter into elose cooperation with the Basques, Mr. IRALA will furnish Mr. Doyle 
with background information relative to each of these representatives. 


ted- by the Basques who are the Communists most hated enemies in 


The substance of conversations between Hr^Doylemod Mr. mas 
outlined telephonioally by Mr. Doyle to Supervlsoi^m^l^ at the Seat of 
Government *4^. 






Very truly yours, 

e, e. 

X. X. COKBOI 

* 45 . 
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New York, N. Y. 
March 9, 1944 
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Mr. IHALA is fimly convinced that if the Bureau's representatives in 
Buenos Aires proceed to develop the Basques for political, eoonomie and the 
other types of information, that within a reasonable period of time, DR. 

LASARTE Will have cut dom on his furnishing of information 0 

b the Bureau's representativ^^^^^^^^^^^ 


and eventually will deal only: with th 


/ V 


The foregoing has been made a matter of a separate letter to the Bureau 
inasmuch as it is the most difficult problem existing in any general agreement 
the Bureau might reach with the Basque Delegation. It is likewise believed 
that this background information would be of invaluable assistance to the 
office of the Legal Attache at Buenoe Aires, Argentina so that it may be 
properly adviseijih any future dealings it might have with eith< 
or the Basques. 





Jutf . 
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yta»rs. 


e . E- .n: 


E. E. CONROY 
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Irala pointed out that they would of course 
forward a few a dminis trative messages for the Basque^ 

He stated that it would be sat: 

representative to age arrangements locally ~with~'t}iA.l] 


jLesire that the Bureau 


sfactoiyfor th e Bu reau 1 



y Q0 


BM^P j’rala claimed that the Ba sques should 
*om President Aguirre^ inasmuch as theT&sques 


be told that th e money 1.8 coming from President Aguirre, inasmuch as the Basques 
are Extremely patriotic and proud, and will work better if they do not feel that 
they are paid agents of the United States Government, but are working for the 


they are paid agents of the united States Government, but are working for the 
Basque Nationalist Government* He stated that If such a plan is acceptable to 
the J Bureau^_lettera_ would b e forwarded to each" of theBascjues in each of the 
c ountries m entioned, instructing them they they are to deal Vole ly with the Bu- 
reau's representative in that particular country AT, 


In connection with putting this scheme into effect, Irala stated that 
the only real administr a tive dif ficulties he could foresee might arise in Mexico, 
Chile, Colombi a, and Argentina . He stated that it would be tcL g a in view of pre- 
vious conflicting instructions by President Aguirre, and in view of the confusion 
as to the United States Government intelligence agencies in the minds of the 
Basques in £atin America, that if a member of the Basque delegation proceeded 
to Mexico, Chile, and Colombia and gave complete instructions to the Basque dele- 
gates. in these countries, it would insure efficient operation of the Basque infor 
SatLon service there* He suggested that a representative from the Basque service 
In Venezuela, where Bureau and Basque collaboration has been unusually successful, 
would be the best person to proceed to these countries 







Ira la pointed out that It would be necessary for the legal Attaches 
to advise the Basques as to information desired and to generally supervise their 
operations. At the present tine the Basques are Intensely interested in com- 
bating Communism, and steps have already been taken to infiltrate the various 
Communist organisations throughout la tin America. The Basques are making a 
particular study of Mexico, inasmuch aa they consider Mexico as the headquarters 
for the Communist movement in la tin America. He stated that although emphasis 
was being placed on Communism by the Basques, this does no^ e^clu^s their men 
from doing any type of work desired by the legal Attaches * 


sire 


Ira la also st ated that the Basque delegates in New_Tprk .would .not de- 
reporta on t he wo rk of the Basque agents^ „but would appreciate .being ad- 


vised occasionally jji a^general way as to the efficiency of. the organisation 
and as to the results obtained. He did state, however, that the gasgue de le- 
gates in New fork jirould like to be advised generally as to the activities in 
gene raX'ojT’lhe JJoanaini s ts in Latin America, inasmuch as the Communists are en- 
deavoring to take over t^a Iberian Peninsula, and are ths most hated enemies 
of the Basques in Spain. 


tJM H 

-x 


Our exp erien ce wi th the Basques .in Latin America has indicated that 
they are extremely valuable informants, and they have been of assistance to 
the legal Attaches in a number of countries. In Venezuela where the Basque 
service has been exclusively handl ed, by the lega l Attache, they h ave been tl 
most valuable informants we have. 


£ 


In view of their interest in oombating Communism and their efforts already be- 
gun to infiltrate Communist organizations, they could be of extreme value in 
the future, inasmuch as Communism is presently one ©£ ti*. urine! na.1 nrohlssa 
in Latin America, and will become increasingly eerlous^f 


HECOJS'EHIIATIOHS 



1. It is recommended t hat we i nstr uct Doyle to secure the necessary 
letters from President Aguirre of the Basque headquarters, inetructing their 
^ pres e nts tires In each country to collaborate with tte Legal “ ‘ 




, ___ a, __ i!^ „ It is 

wugg e^T%<r"TKaT~we" agree to foumart - letters 

the legal Attaches. Tt ihoulsLbe noted that 

” ~ With reference to the 

Bseque headquarters ? interest in Communism, we of course cannot furnish reports 
to them, but there would appear to be no objection to their own men forwarding 
to their headquarters certain renorts with the 



2. It is suggested that the Imgal Attaches be instructed to take im- 
mediate and full advantage of contact with the Basques, and endeavor to set up a 

. 4 . & 









organization similar to that which has been successfully utilized by the legal 
Attache in Venezuela* financial arrangements should be made by the legal At- 
tache locally* with Bureau' approval _ of (wupss, and in accordance with the yalue 


of the services ^Tendered on the same basis that we pay other informants . Of 
course there does not appear to be any objection to complying with tfce request 
of the Basques in New Tork and telling the local Basque* that the arrangements 
for the money are made by President Aguirre in New York.vL 



3* In view of t he importance lforiao, ColomWaj andj?hile in Intin 
American affairs, and the necessity for the best coverage possible, particularly 
with reference to Communists, it is suggested that _we have a Basque delegate 
proceed from Venezuela to these three countries to convey verbal instructions 
to the. Basques.,, and. .to place the Legal Attache in touch with them. As noted 
above, the legal Attache has very successfully utilized the Basques in Venezuela 
coimt rie s named there appears to be some c cm fu sion because of 

4. Tfl-th respec t to Buenos Aires f it is suggested that the Basques 
in New York instnic^Asart^t^^laborate with the Legal Attache, not to the- 
exclusion of thejHj|H(^HHH|flV but in c onnection with matters other than > 
those presently being obtained for* Also, the legal At- 

tache should endeavor to perfect an arrangement with the local Basque repre- 
^jejrtativ^d^^j^we will receive the ship reports presently being given the 

^ financial arrangements in connection with this should 
axso be handled as in other countries, by arrangements with the local Basques, 
the basis of services performed. It is possible that if we work with the 


on 


Basques in connection with matters other than the ship-reporting service, that 
jnay be able to gradually take over the work presently being performed for 

which is in accord with Irala's suggestion. 
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Respectfully, 
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i where arrange*nW arc wad« 


Vlth regard to the *gfeatien of Iwala that a a*peteat lhaqwe^r*pawee@a 
tire fir* Veneauola p r eened to Mexico, OoXaebla, and Ohlla la ardor to acquaint the 
teat* repre# ante tie* la thoae eotm tries m to *ana ef g r o pe r *llabor£ti ones! Qf 
the iogal Attach*, thia will he eatlsfaoto*7 to the Bureau, and too ahoi&aTgc™. 
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Hew York, H. T 
April 18, 1944 
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RE* ft ^CTIE O RfliMZAWflH * 

LATIM AMERICAS MATTERS 


^^- :V 


^ t r ? -i ■ • * > 

Osar Sir* 

Reference it ud* to Sure am letter dated April 12, 1944 eddreeaed 
to Sew York City for the attention of Jerome Doyle In the above captioned 
natter* Further reference is nade to letter of the Sew York office to the 
Bureau dated March 4, 1944 concerning the same subject* Further reference 
is made to telephone calls between Supervisor *t the Seat of 
Government and Mr* Jerome Doyle of the Sew York 818 office on April 4, 1944. 

This is to advise the Bureau that subsequent' to Merab 4, 1944 up to 
April 17, 1944, Mr* Jerome Doyle has conferred with AST ON Kr^iRAl A , Secretary 
to the President of the Basque Republic concerning this details of bringing 
about dose cooperation between the Bureau* s Legal Attaches in Latin America 
and the various representatives of the Basque Delegations in the Latin 
countries* It should be noted that Mr. ARALA has been most desirous of 
cooperation and amenable to suggestions *W 


On April 12, 1944, several letters were obtained from Mr. IBAIA 
signed by President AGUIRRE of the Basque Delegation, directed to Basque 
representatives in Latin America. At this time, the letters are addrayj 
to the following Basque representatives*)^ _ — . ^jj 

* m . a * ■XeUSSlFtC? 

jj.tr _ fc s+Ytt. , 

*ajL- L ^^Huenos Aires, Argentina L 'Zuj l 






• Chile 


.Is 





tfSal 


Calls I ova ton, '8 


Ciudad Trujillo 
Republiea, Dcminlcana 


15 MAY ilO 


N 1 ^io/j a . 

’ 1 j- O' JL J t f i + 


CflPTflR destroyed > ^ 

Rj&i6K0Y a mi -rnwlbENTtAL 
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I <\U Director, FBI 
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Hew York, H. T, 
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Mr. IRALA turned over to Mr* Doyle translations of these letters 
■which are written in Spanish. Copies of the translation of the letter to 
Dr* LASAHTE and of the letter to the other Basque representatives, which is 
identieal in all three instances', were likewise obtained and are encloseds i 
herewith* fhe letters signed by president AGUIRRE are likewise enclosed, wp 


%_ « _ 


rron a perusal or tne oonxenxs, une oureau mu note tnat eaon casque 
represent at ire is being instructed to deal exclusively with the bearer of the 
letter who -will be a Bureau legal Attache or one of his assistants* This 
is true in the instances of the letters addressed to the Basque representa- 
tives in Chile, Peru and the tvm«< cai\ Bapubl jc. Becau se of the peculiar, 
local situation existing in Argent 
Pres^cn^AGUTME^^Mnti nue his I 

to ttfh over all maritime infomation obtained 
from variousBaequ^eanors to the Office of the Legal Attache. This con- 
cession was obtained from the Basques Jby Mr. Doyle on the promise that the 
information would not be disseminated to various Amerioan intelligence agencies 




It will be noted, of course, that President AGUIRRE is instructing 
Dr* LAS ARTE to set up an organization giving complete coverage of the eoonomic, 
political, social and religious circles ifa Argentina. It will be further 
noted that Dr* LAS ARTE is being instructed to perfeot an Information service 
of Basques for the use of Bureau representatives in Bolivia, Uruguay apd 
Paraguay. He is likewise being instructed to proceed to Santiago, Chile 
to assist in the perfecting of the Basque information servloo in that oountry* 
Mr* IRALA understands that the Bureau's representatives in Chile and the 
Basques have collaborated in the past but he believes that with the assistance 
of Dr. LASARTE, a better and more efficient Basque organization can be realized 
there . gL 

It is believed that the Bureau should give the Legal Attaohe* s offiee 
In Buenos Aires the complete background relative to the instructions to 
Dr* LASARTE, not only effecting Argentina but also the neighboring countries 
of Argentina, Consequently, when Dr. LASARTE or a representative of his is 
about to visit one of these countries, the name of the Bureau's representative 
in that oountry can be furnished the Basque representative. It is likewise 
believed the Bureau should notify the Bureau's representatives in Bolivia, 
Uruguay, Paraguay and Chile thatYthey might expect such a visit from Dr. 
LASARTE or one of his assistants.^ 


'\ 


The effecting of better liaison between the Bureau's representatives 
In Santo Domingo, Chile and Peru is hoped to be brought about by the delivery \ 
of the attached letters to the Basque representatives in these three countries. 


fl' V 
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CONFUDENTIAU 




Sew Tort, M. 

April 18, IS 

IQ 

Insofar as Venezuela, Cuba, Colombia and Mexico are oonoemed, Mr. 
Doyle discus sad the situation of these four oountries with Mr. IB ALA. 
Inasmuch as the Bureau had egredd with Mr. IRALA' a suggestion that a Basque 
representative from Venezuela prooeed to Mexico, Colombia and Chile, it mas 
felt by Mr. Doyle speedier results can be obtained, with no additional ex- 
pense to the Bureau, by having the Basque representative from Venezuela stop 
in Cuba and Colombia an routs from Bow York to Caracas and in those two 
oountries perfect the arranging of eloeer liaison between the Bureau and 
the Basques. It appears that the Venezuelan Basque representative has been 
called to Mew Tort City by President AGUIRRE for a conference and is due to 
arrive in Mew York City on or about April 20, 1944. Irrespective of the 
results of this oonferenoe whioh concerns Basque matters, he will be sent 
beck to confer with the Basque representatives in Cuba, Colombia and his omn 
assistants In Venezuela, outlining to then the none arrangements whereby the 
Basques will deal exclusively with Bureau representative a in those three 
oountries. Mr. Doyle will meet this Basque representative with Mr. IRAZJ 
ao that there will be a dear understanding of what the arrangements are 


$ 


From conversations with Mr. IRALA, it became quite apparent to 
Mr. Doyle that the Basques in the Republic of Mezioo offer great possibilities 
to the Bureau* s work in that country. However, at this time, there exists 
little organisation in the Baaque Delegation. Mr. IRALA feels that if hs 
goes to Msxioo, working in con Junction with the Bureau's re present stives, hs 
oould in a very brief time of ten days to two weeks, sst up an organisation 
for the Bureau's use. He suggested that the Bureau might give consideration 
to assigning one Agent In Mexico to vrork with the Basques constantly and if 
suoh a plan is feasibls, Mr. IRALA will so instruct the Basques in Mexico 
end will introduce the Agent so designated to them. The Bureau might eon- 
eider the assignment of an undercover Agent in Mexico City to suoh A project. 
Mr* IRALA believes that hs oould leave for Mexico on this mission or or about 
April BO, 1944. Mr. Doyle will notify the Bureau as to the sxnet date 
it orystalites^& 



payments for various Latin American representatives until final arrangements 
are perfected between these various Basque representatives and the Bureau* s 
representatives in eaoh oountry.v 


President AGUIRRE And Mr. IRALA understood completely that the 
arrangements in Latin America must be worked out between the various Logi 


final 
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Director, FBI 
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lew York. I. Y- 
April 18' 1944 



Attaohes end the Basque representatives. President AGUIRRE and Ur. tpit i 
here teen advised by Mr* Doyle that the Basque representatives will be wade 
to understand that any money paid to the Basques by the Legal Attaches 
eaanates from President AGUIRRE. It is suggested to the Bureau that in its ' 
letter outlining the proposed elose liaison between the Basques and the 
Bureau representatives that for the guidance of the Legal Attaches, they he 
advised as to the amount of money renit ted by President AGUIRRE monthly" to 
these various representatives* Mr* IRALA stated that on many occasions, the 
Basques do not spend the money sent then and as a consequence, return it to 
President AGUIRRE in Sew York City* - 


Presently the money paid by President AGUIRRE to the Basques is as 
follows i Santo Domingo - #75 per month} Chile - #400 per month} Peru - #100 
per month} Cuba - #260 per month; Venezuela - #400 per month; Colombia - 
#150 per month} Mexico - #750 per month; Argenii&a fUruruav") - 42000*-'"'"'" 
Paraguay, Bolivia - # 0 ; Chile - #400 per month. 

Mr. Doyle has advised the Basques that a minimum of administrative 
meil concerning Basque matters will be transmitted to and from Latin Amsrloa 
by the Bureau* In addition, reports on Ccwunisa will be transmitted to 
President AGUIRRE through thelBureau provided a copy of such reports are 
made available to the Bureau. 




Very truly yours, 

si 
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The bearer of this letter, Mr. , is the authorized rep: 
the American organization responsible for the investigation of any eni 
in the Western Hemisphere affecting the security of the United States. 



OADft 

native of 
letration 



After numerous interviews with the heads of the organization in New York as 
well as in Washington, we have been informed that the organization represented by Ur. 
is solely responsible for the above-mentioned task An- the Western Hemisphere. You 
Imn w that up until the present the Army as well as the Navy add other American r- 
Organizations have been working In the mentioned fields of investigation and our. ■ _?; 
organizations maintained useful contacts with them* Today, according to our informatio 
by an agreement of the American authorities themselves, the work has been entrusted 
to the organization which the bearer represents. Therefore by practical agreements 


. M _ - 


witn weir neaas # we Basque organisation whiuu up to aate baa been collaborating witii 


and serving the different American organizations, will work exclusively with the 
organization which Ur. represents from now on. 


This representative, following the instructions he has received, will place 
the information received there in the hands of the other American organizations inheres 
in it, but our work should be carried out with Ur. exclusively. If this change . 
should seem strange to the other American representatives, you may inform them that 
you are obeying orders which I have sent you in accord with the American Authorities, 
nfl as a i.o ot resort , Mr. will undertake to give them »n adequate explanation. 




This new period of our collaboration with the cause of the United States is 
of great importance. I want you to intensify all your efforts so that our work may be 
the most efficient and outstanding possible. In doing this we not only aid America and 
the Allied Cause but also our Country to a great extent. 


Take note of the following specific Instructions: 



1. 


The Basque organization will collaborate exclusively with the organizatio 
which Ur. represents, offering all its services, means and personnel that have 

been organized up to the present. Also any assistance desired among the social or 
political contacts of the Basques. 


Win D.a mi a Vati nn 

fl uaw’.jwiv w*jju***«ow*v — 


m 


■+.1 \ A V VlTT 1 1. aaI f 


ill that. If. ftnn- 


venient for the Allied Cause and of America with regard to the interests which Ur, 
represents, presenting all kinds of suggestions or projects which might have anything 
o with it, as well as everything past experience has taught. You should not omit 
the defects or deficiencies observed, nor the failures which you might have had, their 
reasons and manner of correction. 


8. You will give Mr. all the information you receive and the measur< 

which must be undertaken in order to increase and improve it. 


4. You will constantly ask Mr. for plans, ideas, projects, etc., so 
that the Basque organization may fulfill all the needs, informative as well as factual^ 


Ur. 


will ask for more work as time goes on deducing from what you have 

ifAM sen a 1 vas h 4m. 


kmmn f Via maaiiviV ivP *aa4af mviaa «Vi4 aK wui mn/t WAilw Anl 1 mKft 1 

vwuu viuxju^ vuo svuvuiiv wjl aBoaovauv^ ********* / w»* j vm* ****** woe***. 


A 


They indicate that he will begin by requesting information on the activities of the 
Communist Party in that country, a topic which even though it may seem strange to you, 
is of major importance and in the development of which I expect you to put your greatei 
effort, much ability and maximum efficiency. The rest of the Information solicited 
might be of general character, on political, economic problems, end on specific persons 
of that country or Residing there and anything else that may have to do with the Allies 

CONfi&NT^V Xhiaosur- 

— — 1 1 IO* 




n * 


*> - - 



cause in. the Western Hemisphere. 





The collaboration with Mr. should begin immediately. If before 

receiving this letter you have had occasion to come in contact with Mr. , this 

letter will serve to tighten even more the established relationship, with the exclusive 
ness mentioned above. “ _ 



■ . v:v 


The economic aid which you have been receiving from the Basque Government 
will continue in the future but subject to the following rules: 

- ^ . ■ r- t- * - ' ' ** W* - • ^ ■ 



^ ' X* Once you agree with the hearer on the plan of work to he carried out and 
Mr. proposes the missions or tasks which interest him, you should indicate the 

amount of money needed for the normal development of the work entrusted to yon. :. 


2. You should be guided by a Just standard, avoiding both niggardliness 

and abuse* You should ask for that which is necessary to obtain the best results, 
paying adequately those persons whose assistance and efficiency Is shown, covering the 
necessary expenses so that the work will not be interrupted because of lack of funds. 
You will be able to settle this question with Mr. if it arises, and if it is .. 

necessary* i thgt. will uscdcd to cover the work to he carried out using the 
Basque organization of other types that exist in that country. 

' '/ v 

3. Mr. will discuss these matters with you with regard to the 

* jf ( importance of the work that is developed or can be developed. Mr. will inform 

* his chief of the decisions made with you on this matter. I have agreed with the heads 
* of the organization that the amount stipulated by you and Mr. will be 

. ■ delivered to you there, in order to prevent the inconvenience of the remittance by us. 

' Mr. will communicate to Washington the amounts paid and here 1 shall arrange 

with his chiefs for the payment of the sums which will be paid to you. 



* It is ray desire that these undertakings be carried out not only with that 

, . necessary discretion that has been observed up till now, but also with great emulation, 
enthusiasm and discipline. The greatest sincerity and frankness should govern all our 
acts. The defects and deficiencies of our organization will rapidly be pointed out 
; and brought to my attention through Mr. *8 chiefs as is their duty and as I also 

4osire. I hope that I won’t have occasion to hear of any. You, in turn, should 
inform me through the bearer of any that you notice in this work of collaboration, 
and thus we will gain in efficiency. 

If you have some information which you consider of special interest to me, 
and which you do not consider fchould be put in the ordinary mail, you may give it to 
Mr. requesting that it be sent to me through this service, and I shall receive 

it in New York. 

Always remember that in serving the cause of liberty which America represent! 
we are serving the cause of our Country. ~ ; 

' • s '■ • T *• 
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Dear JosS Maxi: 




W'J 


111 ’ ■ Awil 10, 1944 'COr]/^ 

flnte»% c*& GAM "* ) 

I a/a enclosing a copy of thf letter I am sending to our heads of the Information 
services in different countries in Latiin America. From It you will see the manner in 
which our activities in favor of the cause of the United Nations in general, and of 
the United States in particular, are definitely set with regaj^t^^h^V^estem Hemis- 

t 


1 


phere. 



In each country direct and exclusive relations will be malhtained with the 
American organization which the bearer of this letter represents. We will do the same 
here with the heads of the organization. 


This plan has been drawn after the interviews with the chiefs that I mention 
in the enclosed letter. They have honored us with their confidence, and we must respond 
with the loyalty of always but with doubled enthusiasm and effort in the work. 

ClATc^i] OJ js/ $jla. D\ ^ fit . itiX (0-/b~qf f (fj 

j We hat^ carefu lly expl ained y our position to these Triends. They understand 

it perfect 1\ 


Tney require 


^^that knowledge and it will not interfere at all with the success of your undertakings. 



For the rest, you should perfect, with, the bearer and your collaborators, all 


Aour organization and' undertakings of all kinds in the capital and important points of 
J Clthe country, especially the frontier of Chile and Bolivia, making the utmost use of our 
penetration in the social, political, religious and economic circles. Don't worry about 
' elays in the delivery of money which might prevent you from fulfilling the ooligations 
to which you might commit yourself. Discuss this point with the bearer according to 
the terns expressed in the enclosed letter and he will furnish regularly the necessary 
sums and thus overcome the difficulties involved in sending the mone y through th<> I ,, 

regular channels. ti-iQ-Qi rlMdVil * 7 

ST — ' 

« I would like you, personally, under the terms of the enclosed letter, to 

c ® undertake the organization of the work in Chile and Uruguay. I have sent the letter to 
Civile, but announcing you arrival to them; if you believe it convenient to send some 
person from Buenos Aire3 permanently who could better direct our people in Chile, do 
not hesitate to do so, or to take any other steps which you believe will lead to 
greater efficiency. I am not sending the letter to Uruguay ■ because - y6I£>-3ln take 
quick action there. • - -r i£D 

_ ^ *?£ 

Inform the bearer of this letter, Mr. ^'of^your trip to Chile and 

Uruguay if you decide to make it, in order that he n^“snnbunce your arrival to his 
ompanions in the respective countries. If for some reason you cannot go to Chile 
uickly, let me know so that we may take other steps. 


3 

as 



5 

- o.<x 

JililU 

} >< ^fo^thistype of work. 

1x1 ™ well-connected and trustworthy young man who - could be useful. 


It is also of interest that 
In Bolivia, 1 


anlze our peo ple in Paraguay and Bolivia 
you will find 

These 

undertakings are to be begun as soon as the other more important occupations permit, 
either personally or by means of anyone you consider fitting. 


i 

-f 

i 




From what has been said you will realize that our work tjIII have to be 
intensified continuously. The present circumstances require the ma -r imum effort, «nd 
you, understanding the full import of all that has been bald, will know how to 
intensify the enthusiasm of our country-men in order that our organization in those 
countries will reach the greatest efficiency. 
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Organisation in Venezuela 
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Dear Sir* _ 

-- Reference it made to the letter of this Grkco 

to the Director, dated February 16, 1944, in the above entitled 
matter. Reference is also made to the letter of this office dat 
Hovember S, 1943, in the above entitled matter, \Thla is to advi 
that in accordance with the memorandum enclosed in the first > 

. 1 ^ » — . kn il aJ (in W» A .w.f Anne ^ n. r.flVlt n t9 * _ 

rvi Dl'DlJL^ D xp WW*Vi | fiiVXWAOU am w VALL5 wiw OJ D woui f a oa «i * AU5 

to the setting up of the system of Basque informants throughout 


Venezuela, there have be 
following set out cities 





established Basque informants in the 


Maracaibo 
Rubio 

San Cristobal 
Merida . 

m.uii ~ 

ruj i^4>v 
oro 

Pprlamar (Island of Ms 
V f EX-HI 

/ negotiations are pendihg'for 
informants in the towns of Cumana and Ms 


Puerto Cabello 

Valencia 

Maracay 

La Guaira .... „ 

rowan awa 

Tuc 



rS 


At the present time, when inff rmatlon i^iieeded by| 
this office concerning subjects under l iwgSLlgablUft 2 on n ted , 


f^e^-ffKpiigSgi 

he estW>biwhie»nit o 
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a MmiARt: fnrtVfcha daali*ed 
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Knw* nmf 4 nnsij f A«ni 

information la made of Inf omantim^ ^os^identity is know 
to the Bureau, who, in turn, forwaro^raeae Requests by letter, 
written in the Basque language/, to the various informants In n 
pities. After the investigations by tfeese v lnforalanti are';: ' 
completed . they, in turn, forwar^&eir reports/ written in the 
"Basque language, tp Informant JflJHHP who translates Marne cnd_ 
furnishes the report to this office written in the Spanish langi 
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Mr. Glevin 
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,-tt/Mr. Roien 

^ Mr. Trucy 

* Mr. Acert 

Mr. Cereon, 

Mr. Herbo 

Mr. Hendon 

^ Mr. Mutnf ord 
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IggPSjjM^uiiin Temna 
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1/ Declassify oni/JADR Mr. c»r.on 

ALl IKFOBKfiTlC»CCETS.?KD h .X T Mr. Herbo 

HERE!?i IS U[;_Cj^\\S*riW memorandum FOR MR. LAUD \^KT l a., Mr H * lldoc - 

O.SHT vaitr/ s\iOft!t — — - c,- ;--. Jf 1*0- ««“*“«_ 

QTtiERWISE / V. . °Baaqas OrgsHTHKoS “ T - T 

/ V i iii I ii linn iii 1 1 mi i in, /Li i 'll, 1 1,111111 

BACKGROUND ' Room 

' Declassify on: N«ne 

Reference ie made to ay memorandum of March 14, 1944, re- h* 1 * Beahm 

fleeting theresults of an Interview by Special Agent Jerome Doyle Mi ** Gandy 

with Anton^fija^Lft, Secretary to the President of the Basque Govern- 

ment in exile InNew fork City. I rala .outline d the Ba sque ^Organisation presently 
in Latin America and Indicated a desire to work . there exclusively with the Bureau, 

I rala offered' to »AkSth£~~neceseary arrangements, and you will recall that Dwle 
was Instructed to have these arrangements made in order that the Legal Attaches 
could .utilise the Basque Intelligence Service In Latin America as a oonfidwa^al 

B y letter of Apri l IB, 1944j„Bqyle reported a further interview with 
Antonio I rala. There wwM\eeciired_^qm Irala lettera signed by President Aguirre 
Qf th e Basqu? Dslegation, ^irec^d ^ the Basque representatives in Buenos AirwB, 

A l«rt ma 44 vta • Onv> A4 ama HUi 1 a* T A — — v* - - * 3 AJ * _ J SL_ - J J w e _ M » * _ _ *t < « • 

-iBKiiu.il,, i joji OLU.J.C, _^qiaa. roruj ana ui uaaa itu jiju.o, jjcmn.ni can rtepuDiic. 

The p rinci pal Basque representative in Venezuela is presently in New Tork, and it 
ie jpropnsed thathe return via Cuba and Colombia in order to properly instruct the 
BeL 0 g.ues iri. tfa ref ex*enoe to cooperation with the Legal Attache, Mr, Jxala fur- 

therproposed tint a representative from New Tork proceed to Mexico In order to 
eff^Tcloeer^aieon between the Bureau and the Basques in Mexico City. The work- 
of the Basques f or the Legal Attacheln Venezuela is already outs tend ingly success 
ful, and no furt her action ie necessary in jth&t country.J^ X~T // 0) 


iS&K 



express 



opinion, that tho.. Legal Attache should not J»vs> anyjdi f $ub- 
aeque ntly entirely taking OTAT* thft 4 ftffty wjflvi^ a wa ^ Dal*# 

LasajH>e, who was sent to Buenos Aires by the Basques~ to” direct their or-, 
ganisatlon, also is charged with the duty of directing the organisation (K 

^ £fu "4iXi, p. it/iliqj /\ 


_-hc*MRS 15 NOV 2 1961 
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Ifamorandum for Ur. Xadd 






la Uruguay, Paraguay, and Bolivia. Bo is being instructed by the Basques to 
■ake the necessary arrangements for informants for the legal Attaches in these 


countries. 


.a vx^-V 


The letters w hich are being to the Basque representatives 

ty their headquarters' e et out that the Bureau le solel y responsible for_in tel- 
11 gene s natters affectin g the secu rity the I^ teH^SSiii in the^ estern 
Hamiap^ye i r~Tbe Basque "delegates are WUte. !»<^rej^icjusi^ 

the Leg al Attache . and in the event other American representatives raise any 

question they are to be informed that the Basques are obeying orders received 
from their headquarters in New Tork, which are in accord with an agreement with 
* American authorities •" Basque headquarters points out to these local Basque 









LATIN AFRICA 


, COftf^CNTiAU 

The organization 1 b In operation in* Mexico, Santo Domingo, cube, Panama, 


Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay. 
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Mexico * fhere ere maayLi&eiiiis not only in th$ capital hut eleo in the 
»o*t important point* of the ooasts and frontiers with the United States, 
JJP smple Uot -mr suspicious persons has been obtained 

Mr* - dmViJI ^fcr ^ W j A ' sntV lawfa e^jj a 

mm l'£T'rn wwr^ove* mesa* g wo HQAAVBttf ~ 

SOUMtit with then* Ve. hare not succeeded in penetrating the enemy 
‘Vrgenlzatlo&jbecause e» Important natter has presented itself. The r 
noheemlng the -Ooamunlst organization has been successful 
beoattbs we su cceeded in entering it, a natter nhleh has beg un to 
|riela fruit, Because of the lack or means in solving the problem 
of oontscte across the extensive Mexican territory it has been 
impossible for ms to use the naans ve have in different parts of 
the nation* There are many Basque refugees as veil as established 
tvsldests veil moonaijzted with the social, economic w 'litlcal 
life ef the eountry* , * ^ ^ 


IF /The Legal Attach.# asked for e nan 
be in close eontect vith 14 m. The nan van supplied* Ve do not 
bhllrre that the latter has done any work of importance other 
the completion of minor undertakings requested of 


S ^ 

a trM 
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Santo Domingo* our representative is an active youth vith admittance 
and influence in the governmental and social circles of the country. 

He does not have many collaborators but does have some who could help 
< him carry out any mission which night be giv en, him taking into / -~' x 
^gi^deratio n the conditions of f p j 

vc bellevl^Ss^fltht 

the Legal. Attach#, It has been laposstbleTor ns to study the situation 
there on our trips and therefore ve do not know in detail the activities 
which have been develoned* In Rant/) moain^A th*™* .m w«r 

' — * ■— — ” " - ***•» »*v so* vowovi.anuou 

Basque residents end few refugees* 

Cuba* All relations have been with the Legal Attach#. Our men have 
lii&itsd themselves to fulfilling speoiflc missions given them. There 
are established Basque residents vith greet influence in the eoonooio, 
social, and political fields. There ere fev Basque refugees* There 
«*♦ good poeslbillties of working anong the popular masses throt gh t, 
certain Organizations such a* "Cent to de iHapendl e otee", Osntro &«.■ - 
lleco. Centro Catalln. cirsoid Eepubllcano SspaSol. ’ Jn the *-"■* 

.»# can reach the religious circles throughout th# country. The 
organization has not Been folly developed because of the lack of means 
end direction. Xt would be necessary to strengthen the organization. 

Men whom we oould have utilized entered the orbit of the activities of 
Hr, Hemingway and his friends some time ago. We did not believe it 
convenient to interfere in the services which some Basques were already 
carrying out in favor of America above all considering the special 
characteristics of the country and the way in which the American 
authorities directed the infeimatiott strvie gg- <|g adopted this 
position after our first visit to the island in Marc h 1943 end we 
acted consulting all matters vith the Legal Attach# who 
at the time knew in detail our purpose and the measure^Sd^^ken. 




e 


ana there are few 


YeawPisLai JHIM 9 Basons yefageea residing in the Wat important 

'*oljit« af-rtfct ewng t yw . •■ jto t >H w tt> y am mnt i mu wg 4» 

.^tjetlaf nobor? way "with which they here done until now end undertake 
agfr, ml baton vfeieh might he given thaw* So modification in the present 


•^htepbf; Of affair* would hove to be Bade other than to improve the 
organisation Vedtmi cally and to seleot some of its members to reinforce 
other estuaries Or fire them special ml salons which oould be of interest 
in the future* - • "-V 


Oolombiaj 




!■* 1 ■>* ■ 
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carries out his ecrtiTities alone 


the f iwitlSj: wT Sslwu anu ?annaa« eantrulljag the Atlantic ana 


ccordlne to the circumstances 


relations wnd has authority 


President Aguirre for 


At the present time our representative has Just completed e trip 
through all the Go Lesbian tarrit cries In order to perfect the organi 
nation* Ve are as jet unaware of the re sults* A t the 
of our agents has some in contact with 


e country a 

work has not boon Important 

has prevented, obtai ning better res 
Sponlsh Legation but up to date this matter has not been well carried 
out* 


Chile : There are very many established Basque residents with prestige 
la all spheres and sectors of the country as well as refugees who 
attain the some Influence* Contact has been maintained with the Legal 










A 


work k information was becun late and ihroush a lack on our pert of 
cosipctciit iirftctioii) we do sot believe that result, s or Importance tisvc 
been obtained* We can depend oa Cepoble and reliable agents for any 
bb^wgta^ing mad therefore we believe that the for saoceee 

Argentina ! Tnxr. the beg inning of the Kurope y*re working 



\? 




*) %scause of the Influence of German* and their friends in the 
Argentine governmental spheres, to cover the above mentioned 
. . activities by talcing ample measures for security which have 

\ " permitted the work to oontinue up to date without the slightest 

mishap. 



Aside from the-satuxal difficulties of the work in Argentina and the 
extent of the some , Dr* Lasarte has been inconvenienced up till now 
by the fact that we o snoot send him regularly the economic assistance 
that we promised because of the slrcumatanoes In which the political 
life Of the country develops since we ware to sand him the money through 
the regular channels* Recently we have been able to make up the delay 
in payments. With sll this he b bean *bi$ to sstend the organization 
to the whole Argentinian territory, covering the capital and important 
points of the oo untry, especially on the Chilean border* , 

; ... 

The position of the Basques la Argentina tentinues to bo satisfactory, 

Q ood relations and influence, have been maintained In official circles 
and even with President Raalrezi also with the police* The oover^^ 
provided by the society of ”Ba*q.ue-Argentlnien Seomnalo Studies” 
organized by Dr. Lasarts has given the desired results* Besides there 

V<kaA« ftrK«n a v. *■* ... * ... 

" -*«* w oowcj ) **w.^ Ai^wo|A«pcx' i/sy a , mi a numerous Basq 

clubs not only in the capital but also in the most important sections 
of the country which can perolt undertakings through them and can gain 
access to spheres of social and economic influence or to popular sectors 
where Communism nay act* 
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Uruguay ; Ur. Laserfce has begun the information work In Uruguay. Its 
L >' ^AiEtene^i^theT 2 far& recent cad bp till now eontects have been with 
p -if « HUHiHHvr^® Basque refugees as well oe former residents 
r are numerous ami are Influential in all the sectors of the country. 

We believe that the possibilities for success are greet* ,».1 


II* In San Salvador and Hiearogua ere hare Beligious elements of compile ^rustwort 


ness and influence as well as some eiviliais, which would permit the rapid organ!- 



, .. **_ . . . ..... 

^ cation or information services IX retired. The same in BoliTia. This has not been 

■ undertaken as yetVeoause our trips have not permitted ua to Visit these countries. 
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We .have tried at all times to use the Basque refugees almost 
exclusively since they, because they are accustomed to fighting for 
our country and because they have a greater spirit of sacrifice, 
seemed better suited to this type of undertaking* In general we 
have not mate use of established Basque e until we have studied them 


11* l« MMepAia* Sk. J 4 i ...U i . - - -I i _1_ ..a 1 m 
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from the habits formed by edonoaic preoccupations and easy ways 
of life, even when their Ideological integrity was well known to us* 
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In economic matters, the emphatic order of President Aguirre was 
•aat to all sections to the effect that bur men should mot receive 
way economic remuneration whatsoever f*om the totrl Sag authorities 
la the respective countries* This responds to our desire to rouse 
the greatest spirit of sacrifice in the serriae of the United 
States and to prevent any duplicity in payments, inequality in 
recompenses, and any occasion for sbusc by say of our men even 
when we are certain that such a thing would not occur because of 
the integrity of the persons who intervene in this type of 
undertakings. The direct receipt of money has been tolerated only 
in Argentina, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
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3* Xn Veneauel* an agreec ent with the Lagel Attachd va s 
authorised In the same Banner because It won considered 
imperative for the progress of the work which Is 
•srried out there after haring seen, the disinterest sad 
abnegation with which our people here worked and because 
\ { our rettittan.ee eorered little wore than the salary of 

-'A one Bttk ' x • • 

XT* In our desire to reach the most perfect oo 11a bo rat ion and efficiency in the wori 


-oipi whose expansion we study, we would like to stake the following; observations* 
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It would be Useful to discuss a plan of work in each of ths 
countries, knowing beforehand the general lines of the most 
Important problems, for perhaps we could facilitate some foaaula 
to Improve our contribution, strengthening our organisation with 
appropriate members* It is necessary to point out that our men in 
osch of the countries cannot offer solutions to specific problems 
which might arise because they do not know the state of our organi- 
sation end its practical possibilities outside of the country in 
which they set. 


*■ ■ 
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Within the lines that ere decided upon, President Aguirre will send 
the proper Instructions to each country by ateone of the Leg al 
At t a chi in order that the latter may transmit theta to our represen- 
tative. with the mentioned instructions the legal Attach! w ill be 
Sible to organise the work planning the specific matters to be 
undertaken in order to direct the work Of our men aaH to prevent 
the difficulties which we pointed out in Humber III, Section 0* 
nevertheless, we are afraid that the new orders if delivered only 
In writing would not be muffle tent to prevent confusion in some 
places, asp# t tally in Mexico, Colombia and Chile* In order to 
prevent this difficulty we think that perhaps it would be wise to 
have some well selecte d man of ours personally explain the situatio n 
In detail sad at the same time solve the daf lftlpnefels r>f mana gement 
on our side in Mexico ana Chile* At the sa&e time it oould serve as 
opportunity for the Beads Of the Legal Attaches to give him the 
exact instructions which must be carefully transmitted and explained 
to our men in order that they may interpret them properly* 
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Special etteation should be given to the situation of Argentin a. 
One* the heels for future action is established, as extenslvt _ r . 
Organisation oould be set up which, would work ales sly and well vtT 
coordinated enong Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and pexhaps Bolivia 
uuder the direction ©nourjpart of Dr. Xasarte who in collaboration 
with the respect ire Legal Attach!* would carry out an excellent 
job because of his qualities* V 






,J&* jiith reference to Omnlm it wotOi V| ^loe ^ «sttie. keeplailto^l^ 

2 "4 ' wsd fl 4 4)ie wo w ne w 4 W sjjto 4 Q>> dVa ‘' W aww t m l a a^sdh eeAaea4>to^wk 4V& - - - * ‘jLJa .t -. 

— .W .»■ *■ sue «•*»** »•*» yf— uw s py «w«| wvwivi fiW toV** «4 

;’ JWf .organisation would cortr all or part af the fellowiag aspeotii ^ 
Jv'; Iwetetigobioa in #eoh oocntry of the Comunist agents, their '£&■ .p 
r'-s fcf wffUiote* and sywpethlsers, whether foreign or native} activities 
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V. 


^•f agents j moans jsr aids of j&ioh they take advantage}' sanner i& 

~4w. hi eh the Ocvtunlsta Make use of social, political and economic '/.* \ 
Sectors in each country for their own interests} topics which they ^ 
7 use for their work of agitation in the nodal end political fi#14s*^J 

* •*.-'•> r ” ■/’ t __ \ v*'?' 

To AAnoMaw Vawdarv 'wa 4^a ba.A mJ+ *>ka «a> w > i »a< ■» i » ' > ..a, d -T’* 

»’•. - ■■ ■ ■ ■ ♦wwa CKWM.W wmw W* auo IRwBaWuiw BU TKOUUV jui MIMitt /U"''' 1 

America} Cuba, Argentina and chile as good territory for aetion gad 4^ 
base for operations. We bell ere that Colombia will follow jtexioo Vgfi 
in importance in the near futurv* 1 '^* ' ’ " v ,* u'./’ .*>. 

C :■ / ■ :•/ V.v /Tyi y 

pa studying she Ooaaunist actirltlec ww are and *r the iiaphaaaioa , ' 
/that OUr organization would be espeelally efficient in ell of Latin '.• j 
Aperica and coae to be an inatrunent of inport ance* A Well* ' 

. ooneelwed plan using our agents, specially trained, could give us 
. an intlnata InodzCdge of the Oossiunist system eur agents would 
work this field with Increasing oaihuaiasn. Later On if Ooasunlaa 
were to continue in a direction contrary to the dcmooretlo interests, 
once the information network is established, perhaps we could begin 
an act ire wovmcat against it in the ideological sphere using our 
oentera of influence throughout Latin A* erica following directions f 

“ rt r£ 

14 eoondmlc watt era *ur organisation up /till toe present W walntaiwot 
by raoittanoes which Praalflant Aeruijn-a «»rri •« out: eh* «»■ 
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" woaey sent wonthly are as follows t Mexico, |790{ Peru, |100) Cuba* * '.;j 
#250} Santo Danisgo, #75} Panama, #100} Tenezuela, #400} Chile, #400} 4 

Colombia, #150} and Argentina #2000 which Includes Uruguay. Sons 
of our agents should be considered as a professional though they 
have bean occupied in these activities for a Long tine, A personal i 
- occrifios is involved when they devote theaeclvec to the servleoe 
. T of information for they nuet abandon their pustonary Wpy , «( life .. 

4- ? " ^oioiiy or paxttoUy aocordiag to the eiroumstanees. via order ioT 

\ laprove the effici •noy ef the warkw* paint out- the dbnrenlenee if 
SU‘- ****** ouir Organization in'erder >hat ©nr pco^te W dediewto'^l^.^ 

' - j thaaaelves exclusively to inf oawtive undertskiagw. r.Wam plans' 
eeided upon for each specific place would serve ss 4 'guide fsr the 
iwounts to be paid, as s setter ef feet, -we would like to state 
‘ that what is now want to Argentina Is sot enough to develop an 
organization throughout the whole country, the see say be said 
about Cuba to improve the work that is being done, end about Chile 
and Mexico to cover the entire territories, If it is of interest. 
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Or ur pi we ere not specially ii restf in knowing in deteil 
the inf oration services which our amenta ( rry out, especially in 
those related to espionage activities of tin. enemy; more then that, 
are would prefer not to know them for our own tranquility. But in 
Order that our collaboration might be as efficient es possible we 
would like to be Informed of the progress of the work with favorable 
or unfavorable comments; in the latter case so that we may study the 


osneoe mwj -tfompf 1 q f illd Satisfactory SOXutlO—i 


An Tv An t.h< 


ease of the activities about Oommunlsm are we interested in knowing 
the results of the work of the organization because with this 
knowledge we could Interpret the facta and give suggestions which 
Nfrfr '£nt*re4t« * Asides Latin American Communism pursuA* the 


v , ^ VVIU.W OH ¥WS W w WM9 » W ■'HQ^vu V+WWW 

“p 'jtnteriOt^ ‘•^Besides Latin American <temmaniaa>drsu*B tl 

Wt tiiM i&erlan Peninsula erltl* apeoial interest ana 
'"’?'^^^»akea the Basque Country the main target of its wnmity. This 
onaatioBi woul ;$ be of irreat 'value to President heuirra as 


% 1 ^Information Would be of great velue to President Aguirre as 

*V ^^(addent of the Basque peuntry. ■ . _ • 

" . ,. - • * !: %^.nrrtfT 

Pinal Observations] - •' "5". . 


We have pointed out in general lines what we think is most Im- 
portant about our preaent situation in order to ameliorate our 
future collaboration* ¥* would gladly give Bore details if 
considered neoesssry. 


L y**~*z* 

n . I 






’ «•* • - — - 

Te have not given the names end addresses of our representatives 
/ In this note for the sake of brevity, but we will supply, thee 
..whan necessary* . 


p 


Aside froci the information services. President Aguirre must 
some times eoanunic&te with the Basque Delegates, especially 

those Of Mexico end Argentina to infQisa turn of metiers 
footing the political interests of the Bus. me 



inis is vo prevent vne intervention oa me censors oi 


Mexico and Argentina, and possible Interference of others 
Onee our collaboration with the Legal Attaches is established, 
we would appreciate It if they would take care of this 
oamauniCBtion if It is not inconvenient. 


»«W fork, Marsh 2, 1944 
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New York, N, 
May 9, 1944 


Y. 


Director, FBI 



Dear 


EEi ^ASQgg ORGA NIZATION 
LATIN JUjfSfiiCAlT MATTERS 

1?rtL » V viJCL,, Q, | Q,/QvOiJ -tiiy £LtA_^ 

J t o-t<o'-R ( 

Jercme Doyle of the New York SlS office conferred on 


slri l>\K 


Mr. 


Cla* 9 i>;d by 
Ce;'-:s!fy on 


C*D8 367c/(b f 7 



with ANTONIO^IRALA, 


Secretary to the President of the 


May 2 and 4, 1944, * 

Basque Republio. 

Jfce May 2 conference, Mr. IRALA introduced to Mr.' Doyle ' 
Basque representative stationed at Caracas, Venezuela. 

Ts to return to Caracas in the very near future when he will 
with the Basques stationed there relative to the close relationship 
which is to be brought about between the Basques in Latin America and the 
Bureau* e representatives. Within a dmya, he will go to the western 
frontier of Venezuela and will meet the Basque representative from Colombia 
In San Cristobal, Colombia and outline to him the desires of President Aguirre 
with respect to the need for olose relationship between the Buvaan and 
Basques in Colombia. jL 


t- 





It was not felt advisable by President Aguirre 
stop orr in Cuba for a like purpose and it was decided that in view of the* 
fact that the Basques in Ci^j^^r^a^ready working closely with the Legal 
Attaohe, that such a atop b^m^^^ivas not really needed. 

On May 4, 1944, Mr* IRALA turned over to Mr. Doyle two letters 
President Aguirre and addresse d respective! — 

-ttsltfigfc Cuba and 

Bogota, Colombia. These letters are _ _ 

letter previously furnished the Bureau addresse^^the Basque representatives 
m reru, umie ana other eountries. (V ' *x . Adb 


) 

* 








id 


.. T CT ..e S fta ccstaisO 

/ 2 1951 

rfj 


iL? 



JL~ 






I ^ t 1 '• 

: 1 ' v> » * 


0 


c0^ r 'V’r-i nA’!i 


, ;JL ,v 


JD 




A 

FBJ 


Sew York, 1. Y. 
Key 9, 1944 



It wee requested by Mr. IRALA that m soon e» the letter of 
Dr. Aguirre to LAS ARTE ia delivered, that he be notified in Mew York City so 
that proper arrangements oan be made to handle further correspondence with 
LAS ARTE, 





j 



Very truly yours. 


S- £ 


E. E. CONROY 
SAC 






1944, advising that 
m the fatnra 




Hoover j*- tJtreotor # federal Bureau af Investigate. 

C’jsVr- ' 

fafejeets - Basque Organisation V < \. *£■ :. y:/ *' 

T~- Hsfsrenoe la aade to tho Bureau 1 * latter of V 17 
the repr es entatives of the Basque Q o v a r me nt £ n exl 
aroluslvelgr sdth you* Ton wore also advised the 
Basque delegation In Teneeuela, wae in lav Tork n 

lossbla In order to/ Instruct the Basuue delegates In these countries with reference 
“ * ¥• '■ 

: - ; 'r Idvioe has nov Been reoelvod thatfl^^HIra turned directly to Caracas, ■* 
But In the near future hs will go te the western frontier of Venesuola la order to 
■set the Basque repreeentatlve from Colombia and to outline to hie the desires of 
President Aguirre of the Basque delsgattoj^tlth respect to relations hips between thi 
Bureau and the Basque* In Colanbla. did hot travel via Ouba, lnasxucb as 

eloee cooperation does exist at preeen^wween tin Legal Attache and tbs Basque 


Oil lsftaw 


4W> TLf ^ e 







Hr* J ow _ 
ifc*. aultgiTaM _ 


U.X. 


F. M. 

ttAL BUREAU OF ViVESTtfiATKHi 
iSTiCE 




&ENHAI 


nip 










Office of the Legal Atvac 


Embassy of the 


D STATES' OF AMEfl 


HAVANA. CUBA 



e 5, 194 


Director, FBI 


Dear sir: 


^SC 





) ^ty m 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated May 3, 

1944 wherein it is stated that in the event the Basque 
representatives located ih Cuba desire to send any messages 
to President JOSE ANTONIO AdeMGUIRRE they should be forwarded 
to the Bureau for deliverjy I* 1 accordance with the author- 
ization contained In Bureau letter of reference there is trans 
mitted herewith an envelope .delivered to__thifl_cff ice on June 



e forwarded to the addressee in New York. For the 
Bureau's information there is attached to this letter a copy 

ette r to President A GUIRRE in New York City 

eply to DR. AGUIRRE'S 
ed~with Bureau letter dated 


This letter represents 
letter to hii\ which was 
May 15, 1944 


Arrangements with the locul Basque Intelligence 


Service which were discussed in my letter of May 25, 1944 and 
confirmed by Bureau radincrraTn #606 o f May 31, 1944 have 


erfected w 


s organization 1 b being financed solely by this 
of fide. Expenditures made in connection with the operation of 
the local Basque Intelligence Service will be forwarded to the 

\ Bureau in the regular monthly expense account of the Havana 

<1 i.1 J -» J4 — -n 

I UlliVQ UIUODB OUl'OEU UBBll'BD a U~LX A Oi'.U IUB UUUU Ui UCUIUXXU^ 

| these expenses .\L 


tSssledN 

Declassify 


0 ADR 


Z&tifr 


% 


ALU IPFOn'^iOK CONTAlNtU 

M IS U»inED- ■ 

EXCEPT V/HEKtX i0AM ... 


Verytoul^ogs, j 

" record^ 27 JUP 171944 

ft ■ fl 

j • INDEXED 

':L,, Cp 
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iNTIAl 


lew York, 1. T. 
June 28, 1944 ; 


Director, FBI 


ALL !5FC?’V7^ CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS LYiUSSiFIED 
EiXIIPT V.ji&Ac SHOWN 

OTHEBVi'ISt \ ^ 


Attention* 


HE* BASQUE ORGANIZATION " 
MEET 00 - ABUEKTIKA 
RAMON ORMAZABAI, - COQ1UKI8T 


Sear Sir* 





-C-* 

iriRALA, 


7A 


- ■ — - • r.» . 


On June 22, 1944, AHT0SI07IRALA, Secretary of the Basque Delega- 
tion In Mew York City, turned orer to Jerome Doyle of the MSw York SIS 
office the attaohed letters addressed to Sr^^^Joa^lar^fdejJljasarte,^^^ 
P^dda 461, BuJ^cjs Aires, Argentina a&d 


Mr. IRALA explained that both letters earried the sane message 
which mas to the effect that the Basque represent at ires in these two countries 
mere being asked to forward to the President of the Basque Republic in Mem 
York Cit y j _at_t^e__i^lAlAi— detailed descriptlon_an4_fe_Ehqto- 

IRALA explained 

specifl^^ques^o^Special Agent M1111& 

Cos tel It of the Mew York Field Division* (fl/j 

It is requested that the attaohed letters be forwarded and the 
response to them made known to Mr^oyi^n the Mew York SIS office so that 
appropriate use may be made of^fHHHB^eaorlptlon end photograph in 
lew York City* 


mm 

'^Z'. "i&l 



b u 


WuSiftid 
D'x.tlsisify cd(H 


Snolosures 2 



..a** - ± 

f:: ; & IA 


& 


0 Very truly yours, 

’ e e.s — ,, 

K. S. CONROY (Jr 

y 

V7%s 'ESm 


jCONFl^NTiAl ?i?gi 


i 
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Office of the Legal Attache 
Buenos Aires', Argentina 

June 24* 1944 






Director, FBI 


Re: ^BASQUE ORGANIZATION 


J- 




"Argentina administrative 

Dear Sir: ; ' '' '' ' 

There ie beins forwarded with thi^etter an enyelope con- 
tninlng correspondence between JOSE h^g&ETE, Bee tt ue repre- 
*2"” nXentina, end JOSE 

In Hew York\01ty. It le requested that the Shvelope he dellyere 
the latter J^Qa ^ 

Very truly yours, 


FRANCIS E. CROSBY, 
Legal Attach^. 


oetutsx'W 





</ (o 0 


r &c^s\ * 

\ A <j Classifi^ by 

t> n Declassify or 




*LL P70#T«« l& i& - 
13 l^CLASSintO , 

vvy&RE SHOWS. 
OTH&WISJE A 


RECORDED * INDEXED L Lj-J.3 l}Q ' ^ 

/ F * 6 I 

v , 16 JUL 6 1844 


// 'Co.'.tA 


' s 


,Trra» 
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Sew York, S. Y. 
July 14, 1944 


JDtSUC 


{ 



Director, FBI 


Attentioni V. F. SEAY 


0 


ALL WF03l*/10B CONTAINED 
HEREi?l IS UKCUSSiFIED 
EXCEPT WJtfRE SHOWN 
OTHERWI! 



EE i BASQUE IOT EXIGENCE ORGANIZATION 


Dear Sirt 


TTSrrntfffi'fi 

ON 


nw-xr. ,*.?*—■* ^ 




Pursuant to the telephonic request of SupervieoflHHHHJfon ^ 

July 6, 1944, Jerome Doyle of the New York SIS office dl scusse^^nLti^ XNTONIO 
- Secretary of the Basque Delegation, the possibility of the Basques 

furnl shln^BOurier service in and _out? _j>f Argentina in the event of a break 
of relations between that country and the United States of America. Mr. IRALA t 
stated that he felt there were many Basques presently in Chile who oould very 
easilv be used as couriers between Chile and Argentina. He advised that 

~ w ■ .... — ... • — -■ * 

many of the Basques in Chile had Chilean citizenship which entitled them to 
freedom of movement between Chile and Arge ntina with little or no immi gra- 
tion requirements needed. He stated that £HHHHHH|HflHHHH|^P'could 
be used in oourier work. In addition, ther^j^^mSS^Basques in Chil< 


6 10 




, worked very suooessfully with the Bureau representative in Venezuela over a 
period of tine and that he might be used eilfcer as an intelligence operator 
# in Argentina or as a liaison man between the Bureau representative in Chile 
and the Basque r and any other undero over operators t he Bureau might have in 


Argentina. This 
loyal Basque,! 


individual’ a 



** EfJJ 

For the Bureau's information this subject natter nas'diibusaed 
with llr. IRALA in addition to other matters and he was given no indication 
that arty such break of relations between Argentina and the United States was 
diately imminent. It was merely discussed with him as sort of a hypo* 
situation which migfr^j»xist in the futureiQg^jghiah plans should be 


ln * 44ltlon 


L^t 

610 




4 

* 


1 

that leal 
made in advance 


of the event 






v v on July 1C 

x&mF' r 

ftekssfr; cru/e^ ^ ^ 

; .o3A0Gf5lft 


Om£,, *>+-23111- $o 

The foregoing infomation was tel*phoniqall5r$itlined to Supervisor 
10, 1944 and is being confirmed throu^jOtoe medium, of {hie letter. 


0 

Very truly 




C0NR0Y“ 




I V 
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Bsw York, I. Y. 
June 23, 1944 • 


Director, FBI 


wyags* ■ 


CW 


rs«iW 


Diwr Sir* 


BE* THE BASQUE ORGANIZATIOH 

MKHCO - 



EXGEFT V 

_,ir3\ 








Reference Is made to letter of the Civil Attache at llexioo City 
dated June 1, 1944 In the above oaptioned natter in whloh the Civil Attaohe 
advised the Bureau as to the results of several oonferenoes between repre- 
sentatives of the Civil Attache's office in liexioo, D.F. and Hr* ANTONIO 
■^-IRALA, Secretary to the President of the Basque Delegation in KewTfork City. 

/ "This is to advise that on June 8, 14 and 20, 1944, Hr* Jercsoe Doyle of the 
Bow York SIS offioe had further inferences with Mr* IRALA following Mr. 

IRALA' s return from Mexico City* uL 

Mr. IRALA outlined to Mr. Doyle substantially the conversations he 
had had in his three awe tings in Mexico City with Bureau representatives. 

He stated that the request of the Bureau's representative that the Basques 
furnish five investigators who vrould be paid from 260 to 300 pesos a month 
was almost impossible to be net by the Basques in Mexico, D.F. He pointed 
out that the Civil Attaohe desired the exclusive use of these investigators ■ 
which would perforoe prev en t t hem from carrying on Any other business activity 
to augment their income. Mr. IRALA pointed out that any Basques in Mexloo 
who he would reoosnend as an investigator would have to have the proper 
mental acumen and moral stability. He pointed out that all of the Basques . 
who would fit these qualifications are presently employed in private enter- 
prise making incomes of from 600 to 1000 pesos a month. He added that 
President AQUIREE of the Basque Delegation did not feel that these Basques 
should be ordered out of their present business to work for half or lass t h ei f 
half of their monthly salary in viewCof/the faot that they had families to 
support and other fixed ftV ! \ gff* P r ■ _ „ , , „ -o ~ 

MCOKdfflWiW : 39- 

Mr. IRALA, upon the so oond^o cession he conferred with M§. Do^Tef 
advised that he had gone into the Mexioan matter in great detail with .President 
. AGUIRRE and that it was their combined eonolusion that the . <|dmsti« 

•- to Basques wa!s of minor importance and that It was the desire of the Basque 
'. Delegation that the Basques in Mexloo City work with the 
1 tatives* Mr. IRALA stated that the Basque Delegation 
difference between the amount paid by the Civil Attmohe 

' ^ tShmwi TTORTROYED 

m % 
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Director, FBI 
JDi 



Sew York, V. I. 
June 23, 1944 


the previous Monthly stipend of $750 American or 5000 pesos Mexican . He 
a dded that It ma s President AGUIRRE* ■ desire that the Basque representative, 

oontacted and that the attached letter fro* President 
AQUIREE to^^^m^Vbe delivered to him. It vill he noted frott the oontents 
of this lette^xE^n^mention is Made of the amount of money that the Civil 
Attaohe should pay H|HB^ inasmuch as President AGUIRRE feels that the 
Basques in. Mexico should -work for the Bureau representative without pay if 

neoessary.V 

Tne most important request of the Basques in Mew York City with 
respect to payment of money hy the Civil Attache is that if the Civil Attache 
does pay any sums to Basque representatives in Mexico City, that the amount 
Id be made known to the Basques in Mew York City so that the full $760 
will not he sent by the Basques in lew York to the Basques in Mexico 



Mr. IRALA stated that he felt o noe liaison was perfected between 
the Civil Attaohe* s office and that gradually thereafter the Civil 

Attaohe* s offioe could begin to find more and more uses for the Basques. Se 
stated that from hie study of the Basques in Mexico, he felt that immediately 
the following t^oee of information oould be provided by the Basques to the 
Civil Attaohe » 





Mr. IRALA stated that if the Civil Attache has epeolflo work In m ind 
for the prospective five investigators, that he give this work to| 
and it is quite possible the work can be accomplished without having 
formal investigators on a payroll. Es stated further that far the Civil 
Attaohe to make full use of the potentialities of the Basques, that other 
> epeolflo problems andv. questions be presented to them with the request that 
they obtain results • §C- 


Mr. IRALA stated that he feels that if the Civil Attache* s offioe 
mill show patience at the outset with the Basques, that within a short 
of time, substantial results should be obtained. Be requested /that any 
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Director, FBI 


Bow York, V. Y. 
Jun? 28, 1944 : 
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Basque Delegation in lev York City through appropriate chamois and that the 
.necessary directions to correct these /shortcomings will be made by the 
President of the Basque Delegation* V. 


L 15/ 1 


Mr, Doyle, on June 8 and 15,\ 1944^outlined the results of these 

conferences with Ur* IRALA to Supervisor flUBMP •* the Seat of Government* 
The foregoing faots are being furnished the Bureau so that appropriate and 
immediate action night be taken by the Civil Attache's offioe in Mexico City* 


For the purpose of expediting thi s natter. 


being furnished the Bureau so that it might be 
the Bureau with appropriate Bureau instructions 


an extra copy of tiitg letter ie 




ed to that offioe 


Very truly yours. 


e. e.(r 

S. B. CONROY 
SAC 


Enclosure l 

oc - Civil Attache's offios 
Uezioo, D.F* 









FBI 
Re l 


Bogota* Colombia 
July 6, 1944 


'CQ^fDENTlAU 



BASQ.UE OR QAE I ZATIOK 
[Confidential Informants 
COLOMBIA ADMINISTRATIVE 




Dear Sir* 


Reference is made to a letter from Bogota 
to the Bureau dated July 8* 1944* regard- 
ing arrangements which have been made for 
ure of the local Basque organisation for 
providing information to this office 


Information received from this group in 
the futurej^^js /iesignated as having 
come from 

Very truly yours* 



SO-642 




I 

i 

50 AUG 26 1944 
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[has received the sum of |400.00montbly from the 

BasqiiS Government in Exile with its offices in New York. (The 
source of this sum of $ 400.00 is set forth ^ the Bureau 
letter to the Legal Attach*, Havana, Cuba, dated May 3, 1944 
and entitled "Basque Organisation). This^part^of the plan 
Indicates the desire that the Bureau continue the payment or 
this sum to the* Chief of^ttee'Vene suelan Delegation. 

j V * ' * ..y t"'v Vi'.. 
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Xnformant 1 ^IBHI explained t that the*- - - r 

ceived by the Legal Attaches Office at Caracas from the pay- 
ment of this sum, would be that’ the Chief of the Delgation 
would sign any letters that might be written to any members 
of the intelligence service located outside of the City or 
Caracas. This delegate devotes his full time to the handling 
of the affairs of the Basque Government, i.e., the care or 
the Basque citizens located in Venezuela and depend^w^he 
receipt of this sum for his expenses. Inforaant^BH^ ■ . 
adopted the attitude that since the Basque organization had 
given up its source of income to be of assistance to the , 
Bureau, it Is only just that this payment be ^made. ■* 

The benefit that would be received by the Bureau 
from the expenditure of this sum would be negligable. In 
the opinion of this office, the Basque Intelligence Service 
can be utilized without having the Chief of the Basque Dele- 
gation sign the letters to the representatives located in 
other cities as herein before set out.- This office is not 
cognizant of the extent of the agreement made in New York _ 
at the recent meeting between the Bureau representatives 
and the representatives of the Basque Government in Exile# 

• Therefore it is not known whether an arrangement wap made or 
^whether it was indicated that the sum of $400,00 would be 

_ _ _ ._. _ . ^ ^ mu, aa a e mn 

paid th 
•et out 


Chief Delegate In Venezuela for the purposes ab6ve 




B. ^ORGANIZATION IN THE INTERIOR OP VENEZUELA^/ 

This section is devoted to the explanation of the 
set up of the Basque Intelligence Service outsideofCaraci 
Venezuela and the .Interior of the county. _It states th^ 
there is a Basque representative In eleven towns within tn 
interior of Venezuela *iose 4uty it is to make reporta on 
leads furnished by Bureau representatives »d furnish 

general information of an intelligence nature* 



•• m- 


- 2 - 



loo 


^j^SairiAi 


In thiB connection it is desired to point out that 
-this system has been in effect for spproxlmately seven months ane 
h as bee n moat disappointing. " Leads have been furnished Infomani 

I f 4>a 4 *-» 4-Vi * wiamnvien^iim O nVi A 'Aft ViW - ' "C" j'fl 

^eau representatives to be covered In the various clties ^^v iH 
mentioned. ' After, a delay of r from one to « three weekA, -h4 has, r • 
after 9 ’ontlnual prompting by this 'office/, 'sent a letter to the' > 
Basque representative in these towns. - 'In all cities except : ' 
three the Basque representative has completely ignored the < - 
request for information -and has not replied to the request. V. ' v 

The three individuals, located in three different . 


wile uavd r^spondod to 
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most unsatisfactory manner. Despite the fact that they have 
received detailed instructions setting forth the type ofin-y 
formation desired, "their information has been limited to 
giving the subject's name, address, description and a general 
allegationof stftjVersive tendencies of Subject without factual 
basis therefor. ;■ 

During the discussion of this matter with Informant 
he stated that he and the Basque Organisation had 
"beei^nost disappointed with the results obtained from this 
arrangement and that the system was considered a failure. 
Therefore these circumstances and the further fact of the 
paucity of leads in the towns in the outlying districts of 
Venezuela are pointed out to give the Bureau a basis for 
the consideration of this Item. , 
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In this section there Is set forth an elaborate 
plan for the establishment of informants in the principal 
hotels in Caracas, some of whom are to be paid Informants. 

■> In addition thereto the plan se ts__fprth a scheme to have a 
particular hotel recommended by 

so that the Incoming passengers who had ' 

. no predetennined destination would go to a hotel in which V '• •' 

■ ^ an^informant was stationed.^ Addition an advertising scheme •- -y 

M Ai M M at. A -W m l% Ow MM M %m. n M 4* A 4 « JkMM ^ wl W A A " * 

XU CQUnOCVl Oli r|fi wi UUO xuuuiuxiig u^oaaau waves wiiwwuya^w^.j 

'^in an effort, to channel passengers to a hotel- InCarac as for - 
the same purpose. The scheme contemplates also the initiation 
of a passenger service, at Bureau expense, trom Puerto Cabello 
to Caracas, Venezuela to carry passengers to one of the afore- 
mentioned hotels^b^ 


Au^tHTlSS. 

s' 
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While this office feels that all the contacts of the 
Basque Organisation presently in hotels should be used, it is 
not believed practical to put in effect such an elaborate 
scheme as set out in the Basque proposals, the effect and use 
' ■ of which Is entirely problematical and could be considered as 
-£-•••* a method to Increase the business of A Basque Hotel* owner, -fif 
^Vtlset out in the enclosed plan, at the expense 'of the Bureau;^ 

\d. W»“® ro j P l)\ J ’ •{ 

" • This section ii devoted to &e uss of & Basque agent 

to wit, - 
'This idea 

is considsred practical : 

and of use to the - Bureau representatives in Caracas* N " 

E. ^CARACAS - PRINCIPAL ORGANIZATION^ • • - ; ' T > 
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The duties of the group of ten persons forming the 
principal Intelligence committee in Caracas have been, in the 
past, to discuss the leads furnished them by the Bureau rep- 
resentatives and that individual on said committee who knew 
the subject of the investigation had the duty to investigate 
the same. 1 This committee met once a week for the above pur- 
pose. The past experience of this ^office with this method of 
procedure hasbaej^&ost disappointing. On receipt of a lead 
by Infomant^HHHP he would, if he had sufficient time after 
the handl ingo^nis personal affairs, call a meeting of the 
committee as above set out and assign the lead to one of its 
members* Two or three weeks later, this committee member 
would be asked for a report. Almost Invariably he would state 
that he had been so busy with his privatehuslness that he had 
not bad.the time to investigate the lead.^L' ,>• - - 

v-.-f V" ‘" J ~ v '-W \ \ y' y 

calling the matter to the attention Of Inf or- 
mant®HBP|leverai times, eventually after three .to four 
months, a report containing information of a type that could^ 
be obtained from a eitv directory or from a credit report was 
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orthcoming. These reports do not have much value despite the 
fact that detailed instructions hav^been given and are con- 
tinually being givenuto. .. Informant setting forth the 

information de a ir e &» V- ^ -h-; , 

-.■«• i'irt.S?’ **£'3 ih v - •? / 1 uvi-... - ■■■-' ■ : V r 

iTifrirT nB ntMMp" on hi 8 return from his recent trip 
to the United States^atated that he considered the use of - 

this type of a. pi an a failure 4ue to the fact that each mem- 
ber of the committee had bis ban private business and was too 
busy to bother himself with the investigative effort necessary 
for the efficient handling of leads. Therefore, according to 
this informant, the information furnished has been of little 
value. He suggested the addition to the previous plan of 
procedure an investigation force of two persons to make the 
actual investigations. (Section P. Caracas - Reports and 
Investigations). It is to be noted however that in addition* 
to the payment of B* 1000. ($300) monthly to the central com- 
mittee for a minimum amount of supervisory work, the new plan 
calls for the payment of the salary of two .investigators. The 
total of their Joint salaries are estimated in the plan as 
$495* 00 U. S. monthly .w. 




Until November 1943, the Basque Organization was 
most helpful with technical services in connection with the 
Spanish Legation. But since that time their services have 
been practically worthless and have by necessity been limited 
to routine investigation. The Basques have taken an interest 
in work of a second story nature but they have showi very 
little if any Interest in or ap/titude for routine investi- 

A / A ,y-.*A J \ ,/■ 


J gations. 


It became evident as early as January, 1944, that the 
work of the Basque Intelligence Service was unsatisfactory* 
Thereupon in the hope that by close supervision and assistance 
the efforts of the Basques could be crystalised, continued 
efforts were made to correct the failings of the system. 
Constant suggestions were made by this office, persuasion 
methods used, various conferences were held in an effort to . 
coordinate the efforts of and instill a desire in the various 
members thereof to perform the necessary work. However, • 
there has been ho ^appreciable improvement in the effect of 




the' organisation. 
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The impression has been received by this office 
from the conferences held that the local Basque organization^ 
desires that the Bureau finance it in all of its activity in 
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Caracas, the majority of such activity being exclusively the 
^5* ■: private affaire of the Basque Government in Exile. W 

To summarize . it would appear that the Basque Or- 
ganijEatiori is unable, either because of the fact that the ;, 
personal affaire of the members of the committee require moifc 
of their time or because $hey lack aptitude for general ’lzJS' 
fclaative work, to be of .much assistance to this office. 3$ 
ls^believed that the result of the plan, as set xorcn in ur 
atta ch ed memorandum, would "be that the two Investigators ' 
would perform all of the investigation required of the or- 
gani nation by this office for which they would be paid and^ 
this would leave little of value that eouiu ue c ? , , r\ u5 “l 
by the organisation itself. With this fact in mind It is |t> 
be noted that the, organisation desires to receive a considi 
arable amount of money for which the Bureau would receive 40 

. ■ ^ „ _ J%M 1. A T v <; \ ~ ■ - V 

material 
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After a careful consideration of the plan as sub*| 
mitted, the following observations are made by this office:^ 

1. It is not believed that the Chief of the Basque Dele4 

gation in Caracas would be performing services for which f 
he is entitled to receive remuneration. ' | 

2. It is not believed that the organization within the i 
interior of Venezuela will be effective as an investigati 

1 unit. However, it is recommended that it be maintained t 
\ lr \- 7 emergency aise on the\ understanding that expenses only of ’ 
various representatives will be paid. \ s 

- V, / T, 

3. It is recommended that the various contacts sin the 

Hotels in Caracas at present be used^but that no plan fo 
the establishment of Basque personnel in ot«sr «o»c*s y s 
established at Bureau expense. However, it is relt tha 
an exception should be ma de to permit lbs establishment 
of a contact in t 

. A A_A_. * ; ..Amaas 4«iw^4 bmaa. 
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€• It Is the opinion -ef this office that the Central #\ 
Committee has not and will not perform services of stfr- 
ficient value to be paid for such services. 

7. It is recommended that the suggestion , for Jthe. sm-, ...... , 

' ployment of one full-time Basque investigator be approved.^ 
However, it J.8 felt that the rate of payment should be 
less ‘than those . set out in attached memorandum ^ince ( *’ *' '°_ 
. past Experience .has sboic that it is hot necessary to' 
pay full-time investigators for 'general investigative 
services such sums. J 

Jt should be remembered however, that in order to. 
maintain the friendship of the Basque Organisation, it will 
probably be necessary to pay more for the work performed 
than is usual since the Basques feel th&t they are placing 
their entire organization at the service of the Bureau* In 
this connection, it is desired to point , out that if their /-;$■ 


duties are increased from time to ? time, they usually indicate 

a desire to iiave their. monthly remuneration increased. Op 

... v v* X J y\ ■■ V; . 


It is requested that the Bureau advise tills office 
concerning its attitude concerning the plan of^the Basques 
as set out in the attached memorandum as well as Aether the 
Bureau is in accord with the Idea of this office that the 
Basques can be of little service to the Bureau representatives 
in Caracas, Venezuela, and the surrounding territory within 
Venezuela except as set out herein. The arrangement that 
has been in effect for some months will be con tinueQ; until 
advice to the contrary is received from the JBureau.jp 

V ; \ / \ • * \ / N 

1 \ } Very -truly yours 
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As a result of 
celved from our Chiefs in 
±nt ervie wshel d with you , 
a plan of. Reorganisation of 
Venezuela? 
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instructions which we have re- 
united States, and after the - 
have been entrusted to present *v- 
the services of our group 

tBiile putting this plan into efl^ct we dojio con- . 
sldering the proportional share of the possibilities which / ^ : 
our group in Venezuela offers at the present time, that is, . _ ; ; 
neither excessively full with results which would not be ..is: 1 .-:* 
worth while, nor too limited which Tirould not permit the en- >• * * 
tire contribution which our Organization can offer* This 
Is a special recommendation from our Chiefs which coincides 
entirely with our own desires and enthusiasm. We must also 
keep previous experience in mind, extracting shat is positive / 
from.it and pointing out the reasons' which, in pur Judgment* 
caused the decline of our .’services within recent times, 
-principally in matters referring to reports and Inv ^ 
gat ions ,\L , 

f\ ...... 

Thus we see that when we had at our disposal persons 

who because of their special occupations were able to give 
part of their time to these activities, the reports were, in 
our opinion, sufficiently complete and satisfactory. Each 
report received all the attention which it required; different 
sources of information were sought for in order to complete ■ 
and contrast them, and It may be said that they were not con- . 
sldered finished until all the means of Information within 
our reach had been materially exhausted. The same occurred 
with other specific assignments and there was also an Increase 
in the number of new matters which we had found ou£ in con- 
nection with other assignments and arrangements. 

Towards the month of October, 1943, and in accordant 
with Instructions from your Organization that activities shoulc 
be reduced through special and provisional considerations, the 
personal situation of those who had been principally occupied ^ 
with these scatters -was changed when they took on their, employ- 
ment which took up all 'itheir time'. Then thereporta rested 
with the members of our group, and the results of this were 
seen immediately as there were persons t .vho Ixad Jiufficient ^ 
time to develop them properly. 'CL • 

.. - . . — 'V - — •. 

In our opinion, it i# evident that while persons 
who had sufficient time were available, things went well j/ 
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we 11 enough, and when the situation of the personsl changed 
the services, and above all, the reports declined. 

^ ^ . rr»' f — jjf -W if '" ' " V--~- ’ ’/ *' ' V - >*x'v ’ : ■ - . . -* fc.1 v, v 

We now receive orders to intensify our collaboration — 
your Organ!* ati oh. , Reasons of di acipl ine *ahd personal V”v, i > 
-^77/ conyioti on oblige its toTfchink -seriously of a plan sfciieh £f fords 
us adequate means for efficiently and wH^ich also obliges us to 



accept responsibility for its results 
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We have previously consulted with, your Organization - * 
as to whether the volume of specific reports which you may re- 
quest is such as to Justify using persons giving all their time 
to this work. Calculating on such a basis and also on matters 
which will arise from our initiative in disposing of persons . 
entirely given to these activities and living in their atmos- • 
phere,. we do not hesitate in binding ourselves as we’ feel sufe ’ 
that their results will not lessen esteem for the collaboration 
of the Basque group in Venezuela,^ \ 7 ", 

A. DELEGATION OP THE BASQUE GOVERNMENT IN VENEZUELA > 


Before explaining it we wish to point out the situ- 
ation and influence which the Delegation of tjtys Basque Govern- 
ment has in connection with these services < 




The Delegations are the moral and semi-official rep- ■ ~ 
resentatiou of the Basque Government and President AguirfW 
among the various Basque groups in America, exercising over 
all an authority which though not recognized in official or 
government circles, is not less effective^ as has always been } 
shown when the collaboration of a compatriot has been required* 
In these cases it is always the Delegate, as representative of 
President Aguirre, who supported by his authority and *Spd- 
resentatlon addresses himself to the person concerned, jjr 7 

The Basque Delegation in Venezuela has been function- 
ing since the arrival of the Basque groups in this country in 
1939, paying attention to its political and propaganda mission, 
and. giving ita v compatriots support and protection In a semi-. , vr ./ 
official manner, but not Vs an accredited diplomatic repres- j7* ; 
entatlon could do. It settles their difficulties about docu- . 

' ments, the entry of relatives, immigrants, labor exchange, 7: 
social aid, etc. The Chief of the Venezuelan Delegation 7 ; 
created our present Organization, of which he is the born 
leader, though for special reasons he delegates his authority 
to other persons in *loiu he has confidence* These latj 
are responsible to him, as he is to President Aguirre. 
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Thera are 14 Delegations in aJubt+c 
their work, They are modestly financed from New York* 
this month of May will be the last month in which the 
gation of Caracas will receive its allotment of 



r* ■* *• 

v 

/ 


we 

ded in 


-V~ • . : When It is considered that these services are 

blosely boxmd up with the existence of the Delegation, 
feel that the said item of B« 1340 (|400) should be incl 
the budget of Expenses ihich_wlll appear farther ony^ . 

B. ORGANIZATION IN THE INTERIOR OF VENEZUELA V'^ \ 

At present we have installed AgentB provided with t, 
suitable Instructions at the following places: Maracay, 

Valencia, Puerto Cabello, Trujillo, Merida, San Cristobal, 
Rubio, Tucupita, Ciudad Bolivar. Coro, and Carenero, and there 
Is a likelihood that they wills. jsoon be established at Mara- ; 
caibo, Cmnana. and La Guaira# 

j i • ? V ■ v- i 

. / Their mission is to give information about specific i 

matters which may be requested by the Basque Headquarters, 
Caracas; to give information about such matters as may come 
to their knowledge in connection with these services; and to 
give information about such persons (Germans or other 
nationalities) as they consider to be principal subversive 
agents* 

All comnuni cations with these persons will be taken 
care of and received through out mediation, and the care of 
seeing to it that .reports on the%e matters will be made regu- •. 

larly will remain in ouT hands, 9 V ’’ ' 

^ -K y~ : ■ ~ _ 

, -*■ ■*''*’ ^ . 'f 

Estimate for this service: 

Special for Puerto Cabello . 

For all the others, as compen- 
sation for expenses of postage, 
telegrams, gifts, etc* ••••••• 

C. HOTELS ; y?W X r 

J .... / V-\ /" A -?" ' / : C 

•‘••V.r.'* - .'. • With the object of intercepting telephone calls and 
correspondence, and should the need arise 3Tor jseaTches, we; have 
thought of the suitability of introducing persons into some 
Hotels which offe^r great interest and where at present we 
have no access* 

- 3 - 


6* 50, monthly 


200* monthly 

•' \-y 



X0% 


Ife have also cohsidered the idea of being able* 
through a skillful plan and replying on necessary help, to 
channel into some chosen hotels those travelers from aborad who 
~ i are accustomed to arrive without a fixed desdntation and to 
at ay at hotels which are Recommended, by PjM*^onnol Of the 

' . ' . ' ’* +.»«aris'nftrifBH rm fmiiiTwnl *•*' ’wC ; : , ^£?vv' -V ' Jv.-'r '• 


sr 




•r'* mff* wmi i<iiy 




> v *• S/ryrr^. ^ 


X £ n these reser- ' 

rations made wi th »ould be able ' 

to supply us with this valuable assistance. XL j>.'. .. -i-\_ . >T:".v-. 


:rVss»~ 


For this purpose 
ag 
th 


would.* | 

lps, distributing - 
uld offer the 






passengers would pay for their journey, 
/lof( »nn1 d Vitv# t,n h« eowrad. Tt Is our ooinion 

V41V S*V X «- V w n V . « — -- — ■ — ■ — — — — - — - * 

that the greater part of the passengers would avail themselves 
of this service, including those who originally planned to go 
to another hotel, since finding such a convenience at hand, 
logically they would te^e advantage of it even if it were 
only for a short time.Q\ 
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jT . 
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We make reservations as to the possibility of ob- 
taining these three persons , as those who do this work are not 
numerous in our group. V 


SPANISH SHIPS 




? 


contact has already been established 1 

“‘sh a contact in 


The instruct To 

rsons request information aoout suspected passen 
,gers and crewmembers, -principally those coming to Venezuela. - 
General observation over other activities, especially jewels 
and diamonds. " - t 




>rVati 

A 

> must 


reports 




st as soon as possible determine exactly how 
be picked u p. W e have at our disposal one per 




.«v 


Basque 
and Sp£ 


11 deal 
ition In 
ps* He 






[«] 




^ s* Scions requested, determine procedures and negotiations, 
and *11 choose the persons ebo are to perforo them. He 
submit to your Organization all kinds of suggestions derived ^ v 
^^rbrom theraports coming from Caracas and the interior Of ~ 
s \fche country as well as others of his own initiative, and he 
/will directly Took after the more important special services, 
serious matters, or those #iich may involve acts bf violence* 
or risk.<& - -* 


i matt 

h 


upon this Organization will fall responsibility Yor ' * 
the efficiency of all the services, as well as the discretion ^ 
with which they are to be done. It will have its places f or r 
the^ending of correspondence, meetings, making of contacts, ^ 


V Estimate: r - \ ^ fV' 

The same previous allotment of 
Furthermore, the usual allotment 

- - of ICC •• — ■ 

CARACAS Reports and Investigations 


B* 1000. 
Ba 200. 


: 1 y .£ -1 

V 


In agreement with the opinion stated previously con- 
cerning the efficiency of these services provided that they are 
entrusted to persons exclusively occupied with these matters, 
and alsoref erring to the impression of your Organization about 
sufficient matters to keep these persons active, we have scruftu 
/ously chosen two persons, whose descriptions are as follows 


He is a very Intelligent person and of brilliant social" 
standing, enthusiastic, discreet, andabsplutely reliable*.-' 
He may be highly Useful for -reports abjbut important persons m . 
or groups. In addition to specific assignments entrusted toj 
him, he will have as a‘ general a s s i gnmenfc aur veil lance pvsr^ 

HNftMfl}'' He wiil'dlso frequent ,3psn- 
circies. Be will be unaware bf all the other matters of 
our group and will contact only one person of our group. He 
has accepted the appointment, but in this matter w e have to 
point out that 



_____ *e*Tnust offer him some assurance 
m case ne decides to end this matter, he can count on 
some compensation to cover his expenses during a reasonable 
period, or what would be betters some support in order to 
obtain other employment boon*. 

v jj a hbs a good co verbeee^a^^^mi^taneouslj^^lt^^^sem 
pioyment 


Estimate: Monthly allotment foreseen B* 900 


•U£ 




Estimate: Monthly allotment foreseen & 

G* COMMUNIST CIRCLES 


In the choice of the above -man t ion e&®(| for work as an 
informant we have been influenced to a great extent by our 
desire to Introduce some person into the Communist ranks, a 
alow and difficult task which requires much tact, but which 
ir it cmV be accomplished would.be very interesting in the 
future • ' 


C 


jflUPa person of sound democratic formation and of 
absolute reliability, politically belongs to a slightly left! 
group id thin the Basque movement. In our country there existi 
two distinctly patriotic Basque groups, whose existence la aJ 
reflected in Venezuela* The more numerous (90%) i«r composed 
of Christian Democrat#. - President Aguirre belongs to thia - 
group. The other group ( 10 %) of liberal tendenciejMreJects , 
church membership as a political doctrine, though the majori 
of the membra of this group personally are practicing 





CJV 1 


* 

* 

1 

* 





POi'irJ 

It happens .that tiT this group of parsons of dls- / 

tinctly democratic formation |p| for e^air?) 

T - ■ 4 M VVi V no V Y\ C 


>s n tinctly democratic formation j ^Kctly close to Communism have 
0>-,.r with, others *o "c«d by ~doctpln«. For . 

themselves to he easier*© pretend a veering 

^ ^member «f this grouplt would b ® l£ 0 "are* rather -too well 

towards Communism than for one. Of ours,^rt» • 

define^ as ^ontrary to^ its doctrines. ^ - - 


for . ' 


~'.V' 





_v> ■■ / .t V. / \ *- „■<*- 

1 1*" marsaii we -have determined to "use^,^ , 

offers also the advantage of bein=^^^« .orner, vi 
thoa e ran ks wi th . less suspicion. 


L- W — 

-of esslons, 


n ?S^S5^Ktorical gifts «*•.. 

landing l^^ersoxyrlth possibilities as a . 

which he would like to b«* T^v-*'-“'\ r > i 

Today we would hot dare propose that Jmissi 
ioaay we uaed now for services of lnxor j 

but we believe that If he is usea no ,,■» within a few 

mation (which moreover he will ^^i^her^tter successful} 
months we will be able to approach toe othermatter su ^ 

feelinr sure that we will have found the most mnitaoie y ^ 
among those of the Basque group In Venezuela . JL 

We venture to assert that the P^dUribed fulflj 

the recommendation of our Chia b , «j e propose to | 

tance of *lch our ^f-Uatldn Is capable. 1 f g n . at J 

utilize toe cooperation of hur comp atr optimistic, as al 

^ b . een 

forthcoming on an ample and magnificent sty % 
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Bogota, 
July 8, 
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Director, FBI 
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Dear Sirs 


Classified hyft D 


b?<£ 



Declass#* an: 0ADR5 



Reference is made to your letter of May 3, 1944, to 

at Havana, Cuba,^a copy of^which was furnished to the office of 
the Legal Attache at Bogota, concerning the desire of the Basque 
Government in exile In New York City to have Its representatives ,* 
in Latin America work exclusively a s informants for the Bureau* 

There was also transmitted with your letter a memorandum reflect- 
ing the results of an Interview between Bureau, r epresentatlves and 
the Basque Delegates in New York City, and another memorandum 
reflecting the successful use of the Basque Intelligence Service 
by the Legal Attache in Caracas, Venezuela* I was Instructed to 
advise the Bureau at an early date as to the arrangements made 
with the local Basque representatives and also to give ujyy opinion 
as to the usefulness of the organization as informants* a/ 

Immediately after the receipt o f th^abov^insfcp^tions^^^ajmjbesr 

i+:«» ««T>n maria +tn nnn t:n A. fc 

^les^T^femp^^wre^Ss^R^essTuT’" 

8 z$ . i va4. when ne. o r f his own volitio^, came to my 
office. 'He stated that he had been out of Bogota on a trip to * 
Caracas, Venezuela between May 28th and June 8th* He advised 

' er from 

who 

had' Written him asking that he travel to Caracas to discu&fl^matters 
regarding the Basque Intelligence set-up In Col ombia* 

.*1 *a 4**u. m 4- « MA «ik «vf Af ahAwrA 1 atf an f**nrvm TTa T*A fi 

Ottiu VUOV upuu M w* WWW »vv »v V vv» ** waM J^H|HpV — w 

to Mr* IRALA in New York, reqi^atin^authorizatlon ror the trip* 
IRALA replied that he thought ^^B^/mahovl&tTavel to Caracas 
as soon as possible in order to confer wi th ®atters which 
had been dlscusaed lfrth the latter when he waa^ ip^lTew York during 

April red May, 1944.^ BBOOBDED * .mm. A \fd ^ > ^=. 3 1\ 

stated that while in Venezuela b,4 had fceen informed J 
o^tqe^rogram being followed by the Basque c ®^W tl 3flL^V6fi* 1,te ”f 

CORTES DEFTBOYEU 

R8J.5H0V a VAX 
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furnishes I nformation to th e office of the Legal Attache, 
^told HHHHpHBpthat it was the desire of the 
organization in Kei^or^tna^simiLar arrangements be made where 
possible for the Basque organization throughout Latftn America to 
cooperate closely and exclusively with the Bureau. 





_______ 'stated he would be glad to assist in every way in 

setting up an effective plan of cooperation in Colombia. He said 
that in the past the Basque organization here £ae furnished in- 
formation to the office of the Military Attache in the American 
Embassy, but that this had not proven very satisfactory because of 
unsatisfactory supervision and that at present the Basques have # 
terminated their relations with the office of th§ M^^^arj^Lttache 
It was agreed that As8ist&n^t^th^LeaalAttache,^^yy|fHHHH|| 
and the writer would visit office on June Sot^to 

work out the details of the plan of cooperation. 


On June 26th 
out matters on voio 
furnish information. 



presented to us & memorandum setting 
e Basque organization could be expected to 
These Items are being set out belowt 


I - General Information about: — 

(a) The Spanish Group, member by member, with all the personal 
and political details that are desired regarding the 
Pranquista Sector and the Republican Sector. 

(b) The political situation (internal and international), and 

economic information of Colombia, especially that which 
appertains to the relations with the United States and to 
Panamerican affairs: Pan&mericanism, Latin Americanism, 

(Bloque de los Cien), Indo Americanism, the Monroe Doc- 
trine and Protestantism. 


(c) The Nazi groups and native and European sympathizers; 

their members. Their organizations, their activities, the 
control of their properties and their propaganda. 

II -The Colombia and Foreign Clergy, their affiliation and activity 
III -Vigilance of the Coast of Colombia, Guajlra and Venezuela. 

IV -Vigilance of the Colombian Pacific Coast end Panama, the Gulf 
of Darien and of the Maritime and Land Frontiers of Colombia 
and Panama. 

V -Vigilance of Restaurant Asturias of Bogota, where all Colombian 
Falangists gather. 


o 


o 
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ENTIAL 


stated that he, personally, would bead the Intel- 
Lgence organization and that he believed it would be most 
effective if all our contacts were made through him. He 
further stated that approximately six people will be regularly 
employed in the work and that from time to time other members 
of the Basque group can be called upon to furnish specific 
information. y, 

A* ■ r_ - 

Regarding financial arrangements. stated that 

the agent who will he engaged In' furnishing the type of informa- 
tion set out In points 1 and II above, should have a fixed 
remuneration of $250 Colombian pesos (ap proximately $1 45 U *S*1 
>er month. Point III will be covered 


Tpecelve any fixed salary but will be re- 
imbursed from time to time for expenses incurred In the work* 

I n order to carry out 'the vigilance suggested in noint. tv above, 

ied that 



For vigilance on the Colombian 
uggested that 



Pacific Coast* 
oeao^f$290 u.T 

fip^HP^ould be "obtained •< iJTll ^’"discussed 

in this letter. There wilj^^!^rl$easalary for the persons 
covering the remaining three points mentioned above. However, 
from time to time it will be necessary to remunerate them for 
any extraordinary expenses incurred.\> 

idvlsed that through Ma^, 1944, the local group had 
vlng a draft for $150 (U.S.) each month from the Basque 
York City. During the first part of June, 
piB wpote a letter to Mr* IRALA in New York, request- 
.3 m onthly allotment be raised to $250 per month. 

7said that he understands from a letter of instruc- 
from President AGUIRRE in New York that in the 



future this amount, which is used for the maintenance and acti- 
vities of the Basque organization in Coiombia^jril^b^^id to 
them by the representatives of the Bureau 
stated that the cost of his recent trip t 
Colombian pesos (approximately $315 U*S*) 

On July 2, 1944, a radiogram from Bogota to Washingto^advlsed the 
Bureau of preliminary arrangements mad^tltt^BHBIMflBBand 
also requested authorization to pay cover 

the expense of his trip to Caracas an^TSkec^ne Bureau to advise 
Bogota if anj agreement had been made with Mr* IRALA to the effect 
that the Bogota office would pay the local Basque organization the 
•mount of $250, which was not received during June from Basque 
headquarters in New York City^v 
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On July 5, 194^^h«^jkrgau replied that there were no objections 
to paying f or travel expenses to Venezuela and that 
HO agreement SaWlfRaoe with IRALA concerning the amount of 
payments to the local group or as to the time when payment would 
begin. The Bureau 1 s radiogram further stated the amount of 
monthly payments and^date on* which payments are to start were 
left to my judgment. 



Reg&rdlngHH^HHH|H|BH|m^^V the Bureau's attention 
is direote^rS^^rtersfron^ogota dated October 22, 1943 and 
December 7, 1943, entitled "Colombian Undercover Operative of 
Civil Intelligence, Panama," wherein full information was set 
forth on the identity and activities of this lndlvj 


believed advisable 

that we would not beagreeab^^o using the services of 
In any way. agreed that it would \ 

not "co try to empl^^mm^THe stated that although! 
is a smart individual and could doubtless provide interest 

informationi _____ 

.oying 


original financial plan presented t 
duced by $500 pesos (approximately 


wi3 

monthly. 


be re- 


in recapitulation, the financial agreement between the Basque 
Delegation in Colombia and this office at present is as follows: 


I - 



We will pay^|HHHHHVfor the expenses incurred by 
him in trave!^T^Caracas(approximately $315 TJ.S.) and 
we will pay $150 (TJ.S.) to cover the regular monthly 
allotment formerly received by the local organization 
from New York, but which was not received during the 
month of June; 

Beginning July 1, we will pay the organization $250 
monthly; $145 (TJ.S.) monthly will be paid to the agent 
covering points I and II mentioned above; we will pay 
any other expenses that might be incurred by members of 
the organization in furtherance of their work for us* 

an extremely intelligent man about 


V 




[t has been arranged that on Mondays and 
Thurad&ys at 6:15 P.M., a representative of this office will meet 
him at hia office for the purpose of discussing the work being 
done by his group. Leads will be given him on 3x5 oarde, dupli- 
cates of which are retained In our office. .His reports are pre- 
pared in Spanish and will be translated in ayfr office for inclus- 
ion in reports or memorandum for the file 
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baa demonstrated an_ intense interest in our work 

elieved that we will be” able to use him and his group 

to great advantage in obtaining much better informant coverage 
in Colombia- V, 




Very truly yours. 




Legal Attache 


1 
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Director, TBI 
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Dear Sirr^ 


Office of the Legal Attac 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
June 20, 1944 
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Argentina Administrative 






Reference is made to the Bureau's letter of May 3, 1944 
regarding this organization and an agreement arrived at In the 
United States for its use by the Bureau in Latin America. In 
accordance with instructions therein, I contacted J-QSE-MARIA DE 
LAS ART E, representative in Argentina, and handed to him the two 
letters from Basque President, AGUIRRE, which were forwarded to 
explain the new arrangement^^ 




hr' 


should 


At the first meeting on May 26, the meaning of the 
letters was discussed, such as the instructions of AGUIRRE that 
he Basqu es here should continue rela tionship with the office of 

and their conduct with them 

^ same as m tne past, but that further investigation 

in various fields was to be undertaken in cooperation with this 
V\l ; offic,&. It wa£_S£ecif ied that Inf ormation which Jigs in the past J 

■>. .^(v 6 f en (c 

shoulirnjont lnue to be given them, copies also being given my "* 

? office, but that information of any sort which we should give the 
, Basques or developed by the latter at our request would not be 
revealed to any other other office than thin. These terms were 
~ P understood both from the letterftvand fl^G%&nver&at ion.\Qf/ -T m 

? DE LASARTE advised at the f ij^t^meetint; " tha t hfi Jjel i eve 

£ > effective work could be done in conjunction wiih thfs office; he 


4 V?; 




understood both from 


lett< 


LASARTE advised 


'Jv effective work co^ld be done in conjunction wiih thfs office; 
v eeemed pleased at the prospect. After a few djepye » 





o o 


*' i the matter he advised that he assessed the needs of the Basques 
- * in Argentina at $2,000 (U. S. currency ) per mont i, m oney which 

^ ^ would spend on work for this office exclusively and only in 
V ^ country. He gave this, he said, as the best egJLLmate he coul 
4^- make at this time, although an appraisal made later after the 
i arrangement had been working for some time might result in a 

k different sum. DE LASARTE stated that he believed this sum would 

Lg meet with AGUIRRE'S approval were he here to assess the needs of 

his organization in Argentina in the light of their doing most 
effective work of the type contemplated. In discussing the way' 
in which this money would be spent, he said that some woqld be 
' osed for strengthening hie organizational ties in Argentina, in 
K& this way increasing the number of people who might be used as 
informants by them and gaining stronger Basque allegiance, 

| •£> calculated to be of assistance to ub ini Intelligence work. This 
5 o organizational work has not been carried oh to the extent contem*- 


Re: BASQUE ORGANIZATION 


6 / 20/44 



plated in the past because of failure to receive regular sums 
of money from AGUIRRE* Part of the money would also be used 
in mahing adequate compensation to those employed in connection 
with our work. As an example of how lack of funds have hampered 
their work in the past, DE LASARTE said that he has not been able 
to have a private secretary although he needs one badly. V 



I 
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There appear to be several reasons why this office 
should enter into the arrangement contemplated with the Basques 
here. In the first place, DE LASARTE himself is in charge of the 
Basque organization in Uruguay, Paraguay and Bolivia, and it is 

not bsliBVad t h« t 6£tU f S-- p270 Of C iCH with, + h, a m 

in those countries would progress far if negotiations with regard 
to thi-e country first failed/ It is noted likewise that he is 
to make a trip to Chile to assist in arrangements there. Aside 
from this, it is thought that in other countries of Latin America 
where the Bureau is to work with Basques, relations might ba 
impaired once it became known that the attempt in Argentina was 
unsuccessful. Secondly, there is the consideration that Argentina 
has a totalitarian government at present which gives no indication 
of weakening and which may be of greater concern to the United Stal 
in the future than at present. rfith this in mind, it is believed 
that a development of the Basques, counting several hundred 
thousand potential members in this country, should be made in 
6uch a way that activity might be carried on even though Argentine- 
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u x&±a. * iLtuo wore uxun.cu. 
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of informal 
the future; 
informants seems 


that, as the Bureau has been informed, numerous arrests 
of this office have occurred and more may take place in 
in this Situation the acquiring of additional 
advisable If-' 

\ 

In view of the latter considerations, DE LASARTE was 
informed on June 6 that this office was agreeable to entering into 
the arrangement as stipulated ana at ^2,000 (U.S. currency) per 


i d A 


n nnn 
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month, Qri that date, the first payment was 
was agreed that monthly payments would be considered as starting 
as of that date. No attempt was ever made to bargain with DE LASAi 
as to the amount to be paid for the following reasons: it is 
believed that the latter was sincere in arriving at the sum named 
as the amount needed and if a lesser sum were given the relationshi 
between DE LASARTE and this office would not be the kind contemplal 


by those who arrived at the agreement 
it be one which could be exploited to 


in the United States, nor 


the Bureau’s advantage as 


K 
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Re: BASQUE ORGANIZATION 


6/20/44 


Nothing definite has 


contemplated by referenced Bureau letter. 

been stated regarding the duration of the payments to be made. 4/' 

Moreover, negotiations with DE LASARTE' , on the basis of 
the fiction that in the last analysis, the funds used by PE LASART! 
have their origin with AGUIRRE in New York. It wqs not possible t 
determine whether DE LASARTE actually believes this fiction to be 
a feet . However, the reasons given in Bureau letter of reference 
for relying on the fiction eeem ample. At present, there Beams 
no need to rely on the fiction. However, if our situation worsens 
very much and it becomes necessary to withdraw our representatives 
here, it will be most convenient to be able to rely heavily on the 
Basques who will be much more likely to work if they feel they are 
working for AG{J3JSRE than if they suppose they are merely paid 
professionals • 



office has not expressed -'approval or disapproval, 
believed that this matter should be left undecided ana each 
expansion dealt with as it comes up. This matter may serve to the 
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the relationships involved will work out over the course of time 
and that difficulties will not ensue. \J 

Since the agreement was made here on June 8, the Basques 
have turned in some information exclusively for this office. 
General plans have been made for setting up the Basques for most 
effective work and it is intended that as this relationship develoj 
more detailed plans will be made for the Basque set-up for perform; 
intelligence work. DE LASARTE has seemed willing to accept all 
suggestions made and seem^si anxious to work them out to the best 
advantage of this 9 ffice. 





Although individual Basque leaders have in the past been 
given confidential numbers, neither DE LASARTE nor the whole 
organization as presently headed by him has received such a number 
ji'he Basques as presently set up .will be designated in the future ai 
onfidential Informant] 



There is being forwarded with this letter an envelope 
addressed to President AGUIRRE. It contains some copies of 
memoranda on information furnished to this office which DE IaSARTE 
asked be forwarded to AGUIRRE as of interest to the latter and alsi 
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for working with this office. 
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set 


The above information appearing in this letter has been 
forth in detail in an effort to inform the Bureau as thoroughl: 


^4 


4 


BASQUE OR GAM I ZAT I ON 


as possible of the relationships of the BeSqwes with other 
organizations in Argentina And with this office as well as 
the agreement reached with them by this office and the various 
factors considered in arriving at that agreement. (V 


ft 6/20/44 


that agreement. 
’^Very truly yours\ 

FRAHCIS E. CROSBY 
Legal AttachA 


nclosure 
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I 
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De -Xasarte Is vary sincere in his efforts to get the organization functioni ng , 
particularly sine a it appe ars that i t,,jna^J^-^ss^le.-tbat- diidonatic relations 
will. fiRasfl'JastKflaa^Ar£enti iia and the United S tates. The Legal Atta che strongly 
re commands^ that jpe. enter, into this arran gement with De La s arte be caus e of foe 
nume rous arrests of informa nts which hav occ urred 9 atia l that our effl c< 
pr ocure additional reliable informants, because of the possibility that relations 
ay be broken and the B asques ca n be utilized .to. -procure information in the 
absen ce of o ur representatives, andjget it out Of ^Argentina, through tljeir jjjm 
ancf because^ the Buenos Aires organisation also r controls the Basque 
organization in Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, and Chile. <L/ 

As will be recalled Inspector Oumea stated thau we had insufficient 
informants in Argentina, this of course be in e^due t c the persecution by Argentine 
^uth pritie s_ which has, occurred in. the., past . |The State ^Depart men t has nd-yj ^ed 
us th at wg _should make preparations for any eventual' ties including war with 
A rgentin a^] Tt appears therefore that the Bureau should go to great lengths 
to secure additional competent informants immediately to take care of any con- 
tingency. It is most likely that this need will continue over a long period 
in view of the unfriendly attitude of the Argentine Government regardless of 
whether we actually break off relations with them. I t is th erefore believed 
that we should go along with the legal Attache at .least for a erial 'period 
in org er t o try to make full use of the Basques in Argentina, 0/ 

ACTION 


There is attached a letter tc the legal Attache advising it will be 
satisf acto ry tc utilize the 3asques as suggested and instructing that be .keej 
in dose touch with the situation and keep the Bureau advised as to whether 
they are .producing .satisfactorily in view of the amount tc be paid to them. 


Re spe ct fully , 

A A t £k 


Attachment 
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Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


Buenos Aires, Argentina - 

July 12, 1944 

C? t 

Be: RAsqm/ aEtLa?i2d^atoM 

Argentina Administrative 


Attached hereto are two envelopes containing 
correspondence which representative of the above 
organization in Argentina wishes to transmit to Josd j 
Antonio de Aguirre, Basque President, in New York City.’ 

It is accordingly requested that the Bureau 
transmit these two envelopes containing administrative 
and informative data to the above named person. 


ryCCLfcSSlfltO®/) 





Very truly yours, 

*' b 

FranciB E. Crosby, 
Legal Attach^. 
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Director, 



SY OP THE 
STATES OF AMERICA 

HABANA. CUBA 


Dear Sir; 


\£> ' 7*- 

BASgJE ORGANIZATION 
CUBA - ADMINISTRATIVE -^ry 

pt&SXW 

•> Declass* 


OH 

Re: 



Reference is made to Bureau radiogram dated 
May 31, 1944. granting authority to the Office of the 
Legal Attache at Habana, Cuba to employ the services of 
the Basque organization for a trial period of three 
months and authorizing payments to the extent of not more 
than $1,000 monthly. V- 



>44 a plan was put int^effec^jhereby 
the Basque dele gate, 

__ 'would each be paid tn^sumof$25u 

per month Tn return for their full time services. In addition, 
each of the above-named individuals was to receive up to $100 
to be used by them for expenses incurred while conducting in- 
vestigations for this office. Contact with the Bas que o rgan- 
ization in _t he past had been malnt ained_3olely wlth j 
id it was agreed that 
this 




capacity 



Besides emp, 
other assistants, 
"were also emplo 





increase in co^p)? 
to this office 


\ 

the\t 


advised me personally 
a great deal more work and a 
age, all of which would be most 


tremendous 

beneficial 


j 



As theN^rial period of this project progressed it 
became' increasingly evident that the expansion in Basque 
intelligence coverage was not proportionate to the increase 


y 




• i 

14 JUL 28 1944 





^36 









Re: Basque Organization 


in the amount of payment ^jnade^j^_th^^B 
several conf erenc 


0**11 


Habana, Cuba 
July 12, 1944 






#P:'' 


s connection the Bureau is advised that 
^devoted his full time to intelligence actlvi 
Wt since the inception of the new working arrangement described 
% in my letter of ^aj^5^944 i H^ontfcfties to interest him- 
primarily 





i 


Re: Basque Organization 


Habana, Cuba 
July 12, 1944 




T— » 4 ^ A-V «, /»« **. 4- lr-. R 4> Mn «t a H miwtSM 0 A 

JLX1 V4C7R Ui 1*110 wiaw UV UDUA W-fc. ^ui|/vov 

be served by the retention &s Basque delegate of 
in this area it is recommended that the Bureau's 
agent with Dr* JOSE ANTONIO de AGUIRRE, Basque President, 
be requestedt^discuss this matter with Dr. AGUIRRE in 
order that can be substituted by a Basqpe with more 

ability an<^inberest in intelligence matt ers.\L 


merest in intelligence matters, 


v- 


■PH^^HfhasVAs s 

no diminution of coverage in the’ 
ant are dropped from the payroll. 


ed us 
ent M 


is that 

mm 


t there will be 
land his assist 


In view of the delicacy of this matter and 
Inadvisability of severing official connections with 


TiTfT 


life. 
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OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Caracas,' Venezuela, 


' r*- 


«**-■*£ ' *' ■ v ’*-•«,* 

Registry So. 




Director, 7BI 


- . -- -* 

Dear Biri ; 

. a .“. :•»• 1- .*> -■» .' 


BASQUE ORGANIZATION -■■» ■•*'- 
VENEZUELA - ADMINISTRATIVE 


Reference Is made to a letter from this office 
to the Bureau dated June 3» 19-44, entitled as above, setting 
forth the proposed plan of cooperation between the Basques 
and the Bureau representatives In Venezuela J said plan having 
been submitted by the Basque organization^^ • ^ . y ( ' , •„ 

This Is to advise that since the\date of the sub- 
mission of the aforementioned plan, the Basque organization 
has performed fewer and fewer services for the Legal At- 
tached office. During the various contacts with this group 
this lackadaisical attitude has become increasingly evident 
and apparently is based on two premises, to wit; first, the 
war is won and there is no longer any necessity for them to 
work and second, (and apparently the real reason) the Basque 
leaders state that all the members of the Basque organize- 
tion work eight hours per day in their private or profes- 
sional jobs and therefore these members do not care to 


■k. 

- 


‘ perfonsTinvestigative services at night or while off ^dut^^/, - 


WiliJLW Ull VAH v ,v A H 

Inf ormantfl^ has recent ^deS-ine^ 
f the Basque Intelligence service, to cover leads 1 for tMs_ 
Office, stating that the leads were difficult^o 1944 ^ 

He has also stated that the investigative work to do A^&ULed -.-v ; 
for this office Is being^ld in abeyance until the 
acts on the plan referred it*, in the refer enoe” TetterJ 

this offlcejte. Ie l^V^iuoxi i 
Intention of the Basque 


informing a repress^ 
“ made it clear ^hat 


rganlzatlon to have <41 1 
by the two full time. _invj 
af or ementi oned .plan , c trho s 
and the or gani tati pit will 
of money o^s i^ed 


XL 

KtRFitt IS UliCL- 
EXCEPT WHERE 
OTHERWISE 


° W 


work performed 
~?ted in the ' / 

^he Bureau, ' 
large sum 

,--> 1 *=..' i 


<?tv 



& 





Director “ ' 

BASQUE ORGANIZATION 

July 19, 194A- 




Inasmuch as the Basque organization is not pre- 
sently performing services of value to this 
evidently does not intend to do so, a ndsinc 

*■ ansas aas “ ss a. »«;-■ 

°< ; *360.00, 5-^^ough tS er,lo« ofjalue J*»« 

Fice will'not take any step which {V, 

Bureau* s program in other countries in South America. 
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Snr York, lew York 
July 29, 1944 

V \ 


Director, FBI 





£rpr C0F3TA BED 

p-1-j.U tSY.'^i.^uncn 
EXCEH 
OTHER} 


SIRED 
K»»E SHOWN 


Attention! 


fiei BASQUE ORGAHIZAIIOH 
CUBA - AMC HI STRATI VE 







*“ "" “ !n ' tMUL* 6- ^ ^w**. 

Reference is made to the /letter of the Legal Attaohe in Havana, ' 

Cuba, dated July 12, 1944 to the Bureau a oopy of which was furnished Jerome 
Doyle of the Hew York SIS Office under Bureau oarer letter dated July 26, 

1944. 


tlfcjSLRAL A relative to the administrative problem existing in Cuba with 
iojc to the Basque delegation in that country. Ur. I RAUL advised that he 


i 


Please be advised that on July 27, 1944 Ur. Doyle conferred with 

AHTOKl t 
"respei 

would reco mmend to Dr/^ASUIRBE, B asque president, that letters be forwarded 
to Cuba to of 

these indlvidus^ ^nhat jjaagdiat eiyiuFlTasqu^intelligence work in Cuba 
to be handled by HHHBV President AGUIRRE was present during Ur. Doyle's 
oonferenoe with IRAU^nohestated that he would forward these leaders iwoed- 

Ai — v. vr i. oto .eni .. a>. ALa 4- . ■ 4 - <V 

IKbVlJT vurvu^u vw huh ivr« «ao va.aa.uu mi «« WWW au wuu**^ « 

The foregoing information was furnished Supervisor tel e- 
phonloally on July 26, 1944 so that the Legal attaohe in HavanS^ouldbe 
advised before August 1, 1944 of the aotion taken By the Basque headquarters 
in lew Tork City jQ\JT his was dons in accordance with the request of the Legal 
Attache in Havana, 


r<^his 

‘•V 


which is 



A letter was received July 29, 1944 addressed to 
being attached to this letter for delivery to Havana, Cuba, 
letter is to be written by the Basque to settle this Cuban problem and the 
letter is being sent to the nominal head of the Basque delegation in Cuba. 



Abho losure 

peoiaj. Delivery 


Clasiifcd by 
Declassify 






Very truly yours, 

*4 AUG 5 <314 


iiu. 
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New York, New York 
Jill yr 9ft 1 044 


Director, FBI 
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lttentiom 


VENEZUELA. - AM INI STEATITE 


Bear Sin 


Reference is Bade to the Bureau letters of July 21, 1944 and July ' 
26, 1944 addressed to the New York Offioe for the attention of Jerome Boyle 
of the lew York SIS Offioe oonoerning the Basque organisation in Venezuela. 

v 

Both letters of reference oontained enclosures which were letters 
to the Bureau from the Legal Attache in Caracas, Venezuela. The letters set 
out the proposed organisation of the Basque Intelligence in Venesuela together 
with the eritloiam of this proposed organisation as outlined by the Legal. 
Attache in Caracas. In addition, the Legal attache stated it was his opinion 
that the Basque Organisation was exhibiting a laekadaieioal attitude which 
was apparently based on the premises that the war was won and that the Basque 
membex^ would rather work on private jobs than offer th eir investigative ser- 
vices.^ y 


yfihese letters were disoussed on July 27; 1944 by Jerome Boyle with 
President s AGITI RU B of the Basque Republic and ANTONI Cn I Ri^^^sec ret ary to the • i 
President. It was ascertained that Venesuela^h?ormaat^H|pia8 already 
advised Basque headquarters in New York that he has turns^over to the Legal 
Attache in Caracas a detailed memorandum setting out the planned Basque Organ- 
ization in that country • It was suggested by President AGUIRRE that the Bas- 
que representative in Venesuela sit down with the Legal Attache of that country 
and that the Legal Attache tell him what parts of his proposals were aooeptable 
and what parts were not* Mr. I BALA stated that in his opinion the Basques in 
Venesuela would perform considerable services if they have an actual work plan 
agreed upon with the Legal Attache's Office. Be attributed this to the faot . 
that it Is the nature of the Basques to desire to work under an organised plan 
rather th e n haphasardly. Be added further, that sines ths plan was submitted^ 
either a counter plan by the Legal Attache should be offered to the Basques or ] 
the plan itself should be disoussed with the Basques and amended according to © 


4 


L 

.71 stf- 


Comm TWCTROYED »«r.0WI»id TPlia 

m?K0v * MM ' '' 
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Letter to the Bureau 


will reoeire benefioial 


the desires of the At* Ka nKwal ini *4 ^k«4> *««« * - — - ^ - -- _ o 

— Q™- — * — » VVMVAWUVU VUBV VifVV BUHff lUfA OX norx 

agreement is arrived at, the Legal Attache's Office will reoeire beuafioial 
result* from die work of the Basques la Venesuela. ty 

Jtr » JTL/iiK ws of the' opinion that Venezuela InformantifliflHBms not 
iwiiatiiicil mor let up his efforts with the thought the^the war mas already 
mon. Es attribute any lack of spirit on the part offlHHrby the faotthat 
the work In Venezuela is not as exciting as it was a yea^go. that Xo.tfKmust 

ao custom ’•* ’ " ■*- - ------ — 




. These additional plans hare served to distraot 

il0m his work in Venesuela but it is felt by Mr. X££LA that Ho 

re to assist In the war effort c anno t be auestio 




OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
CARACAS, VENEZUELA 
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July 31, 1944 
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DirectoA FBI 
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VENEZUELA - ADMINISTRATIVE _ _ 

„ i rf ■ i i ,i „. i T i> i i 

Dear Sir: 

Qv^Ujl^ XuU^. ) u J I 0 

Reference is made to the letter^o^tnis office dir- 


•cted to the Bureau, dated Jurte 5, 1944, and July 19, 1944 
entitled as above. Reference is also made to Bureau cable* No 
?° 2 * d f te ? Jul y 24 » 1^44, and to Bureau letter dated June 21,* 

I 04 4 hnfVi on+ < f 1 - J * 

— w VML V*SV X ■ • 


elbCVo « 


^is Advise that further conferences have been 

held between representatives of this office and the Basque or- 
ganization. The plan submitted by the Basques and transmitted 
to the Bureau, attached to reference letter of June 3. 1944 was 

as*? Allows- prlncip&1 expenditures set out in such plan’are 



#400 monthl _ 

$300 monthly to Cen 
t* 


t". f\ RfiOnuA a 


Intel Hi 


YSiieZUelei , 


organiza- 


- ::-r^ 

>s* 


fotal - 41.030. oo 


o 


or investigators to handle ai 
forafc^y^handlad by Basques fjgp 

j * 

r _ u -Ars? / 1 '* 


monthTy f o 

investigation f» .. ^ 

the Legal AttachS's^fTice. 

' t ' **00. 
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the course of Abe dissuasion with 

a&jRV 16 re P r ®*« nt ***▼«». the following condltloiftlS^ 
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The only other type of work in which the Basques could 
be of ^assistance is In connection with general investigations of 


Spanish matters. \ In tjie pas,t the£ hav^ failed in\this under 
taking; as set out in reference letter, dated^June'3, ld44, a 


taking; as set out in reference letter, dat edv v June / 3, ,ld44, and 
they have so stated. They "have further advised they do riot de- 
sire to carry out such investigations in the future. In this 
regard the Basques suggest that this office hire from their 
ranks an investigator, placing him on a salary, to handle all 
the investigative work, thus leaving the remaining Basques 
nothing to doT^i .. .• . 


vi 


'V - Since any future work of this organization would be ^ 
limited 'to 'general Investigations^ of- Spanish matters, ^it is <Je- > 
sired to poirit out tha^ there is presently pending In this of * 

§ lce only tjto cases which fall into ‘this, category? - to Alt r - 
PANISH REPUBLICAN ACTIVITIES; ‘"SUB VER SIVE ACTIVITIES ^ S, arid^ 


INSTITUTO CULTURAL; ET Ak» : SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES - fi. Leads 


DENTIAU 










Director, F3I 


{_fs i lAL. 


in tfcft flatter case have been in the* possess ion of the Basque 
groppjfor six months, and despite all prodding, persiiaslon, 
et cetqr fl # no information has been forthcoming and the repre- 
aentalj^ves state they will wa^t until we hire a Basque In- 
vestigator, as before set out, and let him do the work. It 
is be^ibved that this office does not have sufficient invest i 
gativework, of a type that the Basques can perform, to keep 
one full-time, general investigator occupied.^/ 


4. In the plan as submitted, the Basques request 
that the payment of $300 monthly to the Central Basque organl 
zation be continued even though they stated that practically 
the sole contribution of this committee will be the giving of 
an occasional word of advice to the full-time investigator. 

In addition to the above mentioned sum. the Basaues desire ar 
addJ^^onal $400 month! 

RUN This siim is solSTy ror tne living expenses o 
c£^que delegate and the expensed yof the Basque Government in 
Exile functioning in Venezuela. V 


The desire for the monthly payment of $400 is based 
on a purported agreement between the Bureau representatives 
and SE«0R IRALA. EEl^IDEKT AGUIRRE, made in New 


Yon 


After much discussion of the proposals of the herein 
be ^ or % mentioned plan, the'JBasques agreed to perform all ser- 
vice* previously performed, As few as they might be, and to 
coopers^ In every manner possible on the theory that they 
would nacelve only $400 monthly »hich is to be used t 


on th 
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• • j read your latter of July 6 and the reports that you enclosed • 

«•- T or, A 4- Via n/iku nT _trtW_ T •nlnTOll th*MB TBTT BTUCh beCaUSB 

m gyy mm m i - 1 | yui uu^ j wuw **v wvm v * * - — v v * * — ■ — ~ 

In then you covered very well not coaly the Colom b ia n situation* but the conti- 
nental and universal problem of the danger that threatens the democracy and 
freedom under the heading of order, of the false Christian conception led, in 
addition, by reactionary man who are not convinced that their world has already . 
passed. All that you do in this sense ‘will have a wholesome effect greater In 
extension and intensity than you can imagine. * The case of Colombia is only -an 
index of the anti-human reactionary, crouched, waiting for his hour. To dis- 
cover him, wherever he may be, is necessary work and an effective ccntri- _ 

UUVAVii 3 * T aor v'l va wuvwv w*« — —— ——— —e — — — 

weaknesses wish to finish him ones and for all. 

your trip to Venezuela has been mutually effective because if you oiae 

may comforted, they also mere very much satisfied with your visit. The 
exp er i e nce that exile brings us will have advantageous effects in the near 
future In Which without the difficulties that circumstances impose on free com- 
we can be united to coornnhicate with each other the results obtained. 
I assure you that we should feel great satisfaction and at the same time we shal 

isawL fn w™ » how iliffieolt am tha nam.i arf Hh artar but hOW it can be W0B1 dlf 
by day when decisively the spirit has taken tits definite road to triumph. 

I am enclosing a letter that I directed to our good frlond| |MMBHl 
In it you will see what is mr desire and the request that I am waking of hli^* ^ 
j recognise neither his reasons nor yours in the sense of resignation. BoW of 
you, now more then ever, have the duty of remaining at your posts, increasing y 
mutual confidence and enthusiasm and thinking that freedom will be won more r 
easily as our aspirations and purposes are presented in block. I consider a# 
.a. wn. l.tim of vatu* >nlritwtl f arwatico and your wor 

aemilred orestiae T do not have to argue with y<m any pore about the request w 




" 6 /'/ M . 
l *~r? 

ein^Ti *i> 




rAMrmPMTlAl' 
W^rfwtriHrik \ 
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( m advance In ■ v ' parts “ Host snd there- The spirit of our people 

which acknowledges a brilliant tension 'will have the translation that it expects 
in freedom if it is directed with ability and tenacity* For this result that I 
' hope to eee with you, the maiiwnw union among the Basques is necessary and the 
generous contribution of all the forces beginning with those such as yon who hare 
won prestige, as president Santos said to my satisfaction a short time ago- Hpj 
"^and you are patriots and excellent friends. You must stimulate each other mutual 
^conferring in all matters related to Buzkadi. Bren when you received rigorous - 
instructions in definite and delic ate necessities, i believe that your good • 
jud gment will appreciate ln^l^han excellent comrade and collaborator, and he ; 
will reciprocate with that discretion shown on many occasions, positions and > 
commissions of great confidence* . : .i- •' • -vv 

Continue your work with the viewpoint of the Fatherland and its freedom 
Thousands of Basques work for it united in generous strength with the Allied 
powers to whom perhaps we shall always owe our national existence. Therefore, 

< mil sacrifice that we make for the United nations will be small* Our enemy is , 
against freedom, against democracy calling itself vaziBin, Falangism, Argentinism, 
1 or whatever ft wishes* Wherever an anti-Democratic bud, consequently anti- 
huaan, is produced there must the Basques be fighting against it always in the 
camp of freedom* In this way we are only following our history and fulfilling 


our duty* 


-v." 


embrace* 


My affectionate greetings to all our compatriots* For you a warm 




/s/ (Illegible) 
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, BISQUE rassmuci 


30 5 th Are .."New lark, N.T 

jtOy 31, 1914 XX* 


Colombia 


Bear Perea t 

: i received your letter in which yon announced to me your purpose «C .j,. 

putting into ay hands the position of Counselor of the Colombian Delegation* ^ 
Tour reasons — at least those expressed — did not convince me* X am sure that 1 
you will respond to the request X am making that you withdraw your resignation* 

1 ) ■ 1 ) v \ • 4 ' rr"' ^ 

■\ t /Today more than ever it is necessary that our governmental organisation: 
piaVi. a strong appearance of unity* The slightest fissure , although based on good 
reason, causes damage* In addition to this fact you have gained esteem and > 
prestige by your competence - sene days ago I heard with complacency very- 
favorable opinions from president Santos - I think that what h^ssy^hasbasis* 
Therefore, I do not doubt that you will listen to My request* ^BHHband you, 
understanding each other well, have constituted a representation of the highest 
category* There is no reason why you should not constitute it in the future* 
ltuch more so because perhaps now occasions will be presented suddenly in which 
it will be necessary to discharge whatever knowledge, friends, or prestige we 
have been cultivating *"\ N "\ f" \ ' 'X 

i ) i ) -* 4 ) ( Y "t > 

X. As events move our hour approaches* It is as inexorable as the 
Invasion of Normandy* I must have some motive to assure you in this way* In 
your advance or retreat, in the perfect or imperfect realisation of cur purposes 
in the greater or lesser freedom to attain for our country, we are the ones who 
have the principal if not the exclusive responsibility* Because our good friend 
the unit ed Nations, do enough when they open to us the roads that lead to freedom 
But the m*rch along them is for us to do* 2f you knew what we have won ty - 
presenting a united national front that here they know is the greatest and mum 
part of Busloadil Therefore, in the face of the definite accomplishments that 
are inevitable we must accentuate our unity and with it the firmest will to ?t. 
triumph* X have known you for some time and your friendship honors me* Therefo: 
2 know that more than reasoning, unnecessary in your case, will be My request 
as President and ay affectloi^sfriend which will convince you* I am mending ^ 
a copy of this letter toJBBMj ~ > ' • ' ~ 

Uth greetings to 
with the affection of always 

»"■ 

/s/ (Illegible) * ***1. 


co!;nD 
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July 18, 1944 




*x.i rmcTpKt r?n . 

n. ' . * 


Director, FBI 


Deer Sin 


£•1 BASQUE IHTELLIffiHCE SERVICE 


There ie enoloeed herewith e copy of e report reoeired 
from the representative in Santiago, of the Basaue Intelligence 


Service 


This material has been assembled in Santiago, and per 
tinent portions have been translated and are included in the 
files of this office* 



F*j 
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Office of the Legal. At^ ~he 

EMBASSY OP THE 
UNITED STATES OP AMERICA 

HABANA, C U9A 

August 15, 1944 


[ l ,1LS 


' Declassify cn; /\Da 

Director, TB1 


Dear Sir: 


0 

Be: -JBASQDB IKTBj 


[STRATI VS 


There is transmitted her ewith a co 
furnished to this off l oe 

b^o 







WoHm 


■ requested that this copy be furnished 
to^^BfSen^lSDliRE of the Basque Government in exile in 
New York, unless the Bureau finds it objectionable to do so. 
The original of this report is being retained in the Habana 
Office S order that any information of value may be : ^this 
grated into reports submitted on Communist activities in this 

Republic 


r ./Office in or< 
0 OH into 3 

\ f Republic 

H 2 


• ‘ vvt »r 

r - 7 - >« / 

0 . .'i '/ 


JWtKB 

Xncl. 


50OCJ^1^44^ 


t. 


Very truly yours, 




RECORDED & ^INDEXED \ /) 7 


32 AUG 28 IQA4 
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Director , FBI :~c. 
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